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iſts, from- ſinful complying with , 
z of, and aCtive ſubmitting to abjured Pre- 
and their Underlings, by hearing of them; 
any other way ſtrengthening their hards to 
*  'the overturning the Work of 
Reformation. 
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| to. Verl. I. Verity, verih,l ” ys you +. Hei 
eth not by the door into the'Sheep *but- cla wet 
worker way » ' the ſame. is a Thigf and, ks 4 
1.7. Verſ. 15, Beware of falſe Praphees, To ahih come 
yo in sheeps loathing , but inwardly. they are ravening 
Noes. Ye- I ""V them 7 their frogs 36 
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IAne Inquirie into the.Caſe nowſo 
{common Whether it be lawful to hear the - 
IPrelars and their Curats? -Or,. which 1s aſl one, 
| Ihether it. be lawful for the Lords People 1n Scot- 
had to ſubmit ro the pretended Ecclefiaftick Au- 
\ thoritie of Prelats and their Curats and to re- 
© ceive fromthem the Ordinances vf God © 
pretended to be in their hands. | 
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OR. clearing up-the 
ſtate of the Queſtion 
and making way for 
thedeterminationthe- 
reof, 1t will be need- 
I Full in the firſt place 
D 'toopen upahlttiethe 

. terms in Which it is 
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z conceived: Theterms 
Mit which here are to be 
I explained, weſumm 
x them up in theſe 


queſtion #nobliquo. The I I, Is irs ſubject mreflo, The 

11L-* Is the arrriburt of the queſtion n reffa. To which 

isadded n obliquo, the Lords Peoplein Scotland which 

| term needs no explication. As to thefirſt, wearero 

! * inquire whar is meant by Prelats.. Secondly what'is 
meant by Curats. As forPrelars firſt 1f you beleeve the 

- lyes, difſimylations and PFEVArications of Prelatiſts , - 
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edard to know what they are: But the hifting aid: We 
contfancie of exprefſion in this point , if we will in- 
- quire what. they-ace_bydivine right. they are juſt no- 
thing), hs ground at alf f6t them in the Word of God,, 
. under what ſhape ſpeverthicy ifirodute themſelves; or 
whatſoever maskthey.pyr on fort Kprrpoſe: Yea »0n 
the contrary , the. Word of God, doth clearly condemn JW 
them, '' If we inquires what they are by JutisdiQtion;: WW 
-Fhatisro bt: ſeenin the lawesafid aRs inſtiruting & con- W 
ſtituring them ; we mean: acts Civil or Parliamentary z I 
for there is no Ecclefiaftick.at or canon fortheny : Yea 
and more, all-our Church Judicatories areyet ſtanding 
in force againſt them unrepealed by any Church power 
whatſoeyers yea albeit there were ſuch aCts and canons 
" for-them,yer that were:nioxenough to make their autho- 
rity lawful or valid, ſeeing, Chriſt hes given no ſuch 
power tothe Church ,' astomake acts of thar nature; ſo 
- thatthey are not only a meer human creature but which - 
- is worſe , 'a meer hymane-and political devyce dery nn 
their whole powerand being from the civil power an 
cl: Magiſtrat , 'and pretending to mak? a new ſpecies 
: orkynd of officers over the Houſe of God. + Thirdly, if 
. weaskforthem intheir pradtiſe ; thatis nor only heard. 
of , bur ſadly felraid fadly feen. 'Fourthly, If we ask 
forthem in their patrojis and exemplaries , that isthe Þ 
Engliſh Prelates whoſe yile image they are, albeit ſome- + 
time they intimat ſomething to the contrary. Ina word, 
whether we confider their ritles and dighnities and uſur- 
ped power over the Church, ananner of government and 
way of Church diſcipline, exerciſed as itis , both the 
one and the other {for kynd and quality)they are all one 
with the Prelats'of the Romisb-Church, as is clearly de- 
monſtrat by Dideelavius, Only with this -exception , * 
that the Engliſhand ours doe not expreſly acknowledge. 
the Pope 3' but puts the Supreme Magiſtrat in his place: 
Andas in thePapacy ſome holds them to be of divine 


right ; others , thatall their power is from the Pope, fo 
| ſome 
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ofqurs hunters for adivine right,others derive from 
King: whencetirher they make him ane Ecclefialtick 


—_ 


lon a wellas aCivil,ot elle devyes-all governmeatof 
Ghurch diliin® from that oftheCivilMagiſtrat, which 
arly dethcones Chriſt, and-gives him no viſible Kings 


lame or power. or goyernmentin his. Church : Now this 


an er of government and power ( common T0 the Po= 


&Pcelats and ours}15 firſt Lordly torbidden, I-Pete5-Js, 
condly; Forldly and pokticalditcharged , Math; 204,259, 

6,27, I hiidly » Antichriſcian and tyrannical over the. 
ils of, the Lords People 3 {ett our by: that Beattwith. 
pleyen heads and ten borgs ,Revel. 23.. Foras the ten) 
ned Beaſt holds-;forth the. Pope-and his Frelats-as. 

ale Prophers', and the ſcarlet whore a vile adulcerous, 


Iurch , Revel;1.7. 310 har firſt holds forth their Lord-, 


I worldly: politick , tyrannical.,, antichriſtian, forme, 
[government.z allone with thatof our Prelats 4ncons: 
tent with'z, contradiaory unto; andeverſiye of the £0-. 


tsin itsown nature ſpiritual, ſo! (-as-it is exercited uns 


le: Chriſt ) it is, only a miniſterial power and declarae 


e inquire next, what is meant by Curats or Prelats, 


IOW 


Mniſters. Ifyou call chem fo,); Theſe Curars are.of 
Wee ſorts. [1 beg are theſe who being' admirred 
Id 


fore the year 1649, have either by word. or prachiſe 
ax both] yeclded upinro-the Prelats. hands that power. 
Which they had immediaclyifromChrift by chePresbyre- 
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.t0 govern inthe houſe of God with.others; or to ſend 


F | new. labourers. to Chriſts. vineyard , as need res, 
Wires; or to adminiſtrat the publickworſhip in aneim- 

mediar dependanceon him: 1na word they haye taken 
the ke7es of the Houſe of God; and treacheroully given, 
Mem to the hands of ;the AntichaWian Prelat 3 -and hes | 
Wir with their, charter, from'Chrift and raken-a NEW, = 
Marter fromthe Prelats ; all which 1s evident by thetr 
MraRtical ſubmiſſion according to Law. x ts 
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wilt be hard to know what they are But the ſhifting ad I 


nconſtancie of expreſſion in this point , if we will in- 

- quire what they er pivine right., they. arejuſt no- 

thing; v6 ground at all for them in the Word of God; 

. upder what ſhape ſoeverthiey iftodute themſelves; ar | 

whatſoever mask they pyr on for thatpurpoſe: Yea on Þ 

, *rhecontrary, the Word of God, doth cleatly condemn 

them, '' If we inquires what they are by Jurisdiftion, : 

- Thatisro bt-ſeenin the lawesand as inſtituting & con- 

ſtituting them we mean: acts Civil or Parliamedtary z 

for theres no Ecclefiaftick a or canonforthem : Yea | 

and more, all our Church Judicatortes areyet ſtanding 

In force againſt them unrepealed by any Church power | 

whatſoever; yea albeit there were ſuch a&s and canons 

*for-them,yer that were-tioxenough to make their autho- I 

rity Jawful or valid, ſeeing, Chriſt hes given no. ſuch 

power tothe Church,” astomake afts of thar natute; ſo 

- -thatthey are no only a meer human creature but which - 
- 1s worſe , 'a meer hymane-and political devyce deryyin 
their whole power and being from the civil power an 

- cril- Magiſtrat , 'and pretending to mak? a new ſpecies 

' orkynd of officers over the Houſe of God. | Thirdly, if 

weask for them in'their pradtiſe , that is not only heard 

+ Of , bur ſadly felratd ſadly feer. Fourthly, If we ask 

forthem in their patrops and exemplaries , that isthe 

Engliſh Prelares whoſe vile image they are, albeit ſome- 

time they intimat ſomethin to the contrary. In a word, 

- whether we confider their titles and dipnities and uſar- 

ped power over the Church, ananner of governmentand 

way of Church diſcipline, exerciſed as itis , both the 
one and the other {for kynd and quality)they are all one 
with the Prelats'of the Romisb Church, as is clearly de- 

monſtrat by Dideelavius, Only with this exception , * Þ 

that the Engliſhand ours doe net expreſly acknowledge | 

_ the Pope 5 butputs the Supreme Magiſtrat in his place: 

Andas 1n thePapacy ſome holds them to be of divine 

right 5 others , thatall their power is from the ah” fo 
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Se ofgurs rhutrers for adivine right, others derive from f 
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wg: Whencec:iher they make him an2 Ecclefiaflick. 
lon as well as aCivil,of ele deyyes all governmentof 
Ghurch diſtin fiom that of theCivilMagiſtrat, which 
Yearly deth cones Chriſt, and-gives-him no viſible Kings 
ame or powe. or yoyernmentih his Church : Now this 
wnner of goyeryment and power ( common to the Po= 
ih Prelais and ours}):15 firſt Lordly torbidden, I-Pets5-Js, 
condly; Porldly and potitical ditcharged , Math, 20,25s, 
£27, I hitdly, Antichriſtian and tyrannical over the 

ils of, the Lords Peopie 3 ett: our by that Beait with. 
ſeven heads and ten horns ,Revel.13.. Foras the ten\ 
ned Beaſt holds-forth the.,Pope and his nic 
ilſe Prophets, and the ſcarlet whore a vile adulterous, 
Church , Reveli;17. (0 that firſt holds forth their Lord- : 
k, worldly: politick ,-tyrannical ,: ancichriſtian, for me, 
Kfpovernment z allone with thatof our Prelats 4ncon=: 
pr with», contradictory unto, andeverliye of the go-. 
kmnment inſticured.by.Chriſt.jn- bis:Church 3 which as: 
sn its own nature ſpiritual, ſo: (-as it isexercited un. 
[7 Chiiſt ) it 1s, only a miniſterial power and declata- 
Jary of his will * 


* 


= ES 


_ L— 


ſe" WO 
I 


S 


DING Frey mere ou renee 


= 
—— 


4 


— 


00 B wo T1. ee” 


wy 


Ou 


We inquire next. what is meant by Curats orPrelats, 
Wniltcrs. If you call rhem fo. |} Theſe Curats are.of 
hree ſorts. Lbe,firſt are theſe who being' admired 
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i ore the year I649, have elther by word or practiſe 
lor both] yeclded up into the Prelats. hands tharpower. 
dbich they had immediarly;fromChrift by chePresbyre- 
K WE overt inthe houſe of God with others; or to ſend 
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 Jfarth new labourers. to Chrilts, vineyard, as need re=. 
, Jauires; or to adminiſtratthe publickworſbip in ane1m- 
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tediat dependanceon him: 1na word they haye taken 


[ke kezes of the Houle of God, andereacheroully given, | 
Item co the hands of :the Antichrifian Prelat 3 -andhes 
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; Fir with their charter, from' Chriſt and caken a new 
 Ilarter fromthe Prelats; all whichis evident þy their 


practical ſubmiſſion accordingto Law. 


_ t-m would be ane acknowledgment of ane officer-in 
foer 11, rhisupgiving of 'theirs is'a heinous fin, anda 


_ merly profeſied head and Maſter ;- for which. they de- | 


"apptove them in what they have done. Anſwer III. It 


could nor have exerciſed any power of ordination or 


_ exerciſe of ſurisdidtion wholly out of their hands ( ashe | 


= — — 


6 | | % | 33 

"Tt zs Objefted here : That albeit thir Miniſters hes gis hui 
yen up their power of ordination or Jurisdiction into oo "m7 
Prelars hands , yer it will be hard to prove that they lied 
have given their power of preaching alſo: And theres had 
fore notwithitanding of what they have done they ought: if 
ro. be heard, Anſwir 1 As Chriſt never appointed , ſo | ue 
he does norallowMiniſters1n hisChurch having a power | 
of preaching without a power of ordination or Juriſdi- 
&ion ; *{o that our ſubmiſſion unto ſuch (for hearing of 


Chriſts houſe rhatis not of his own appointment An- Ii 
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ſignal piece of treachery unto and revolt from their for- 


ſerve depoſition from any office in Chriſts'Houſe, yea 
excommunication-from the ſame 3 and therefore rhe 
Evrds people ought todoe nothing that may ſeem t9 


ſeems to be granted here that we may not ſubmit to their 
uri{diftion , and yet they who hearſubmitts to it. A.n- 
er 1 V. we cannot ſee but they have giveri up their po- 
wer of preachinginto the Prelats hand , as well as their 
power of Jurisdiction*and ordination.” For ficlt asrhey 
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gg without his leave , ſo ngither any power of 
preaching. TI. as*now they exerciſe Jurisdiction in 
thetr” prerenced Presbyteries and Seffions by his licenſe 
ind commiſſiva (in doing whereof they are his meer de- 
Iepars and ſubſtiturs) ſo bychar ſame licenſe and com- 
m1fton” rhey preach'; alſo as he authoritarively com- 
mandsand re2ulatsthem in the exerciſe of Turiſdiftion; 
the ttke the does asto preaching, and allthe other parts * 
of publick worſhip ; ſo that they muſt preach &c. what | 
heÞpleafes and how he pleaſes. 11T. as he may take the | 


hesalready done tharof ordination )* by ſubſtiruring of 
fictals &c, ſo ( codem Inre ) he may inhibit them all 4 
| | | preaco 


Sch; and command them only to fay ſervice ſo 
go indeed I ſee nor where the difference lyes. If it 
the Jſ&further ſaid : they may thinke that their ſirting does 
hey J&rdifferr from honeſt Miniſters their fitting with and 
re- Jader thelaſt Prelats. We anſwerfirſt there 15. a hudge 
/ Hlifterence, as from other things , fo from this, that 
theſe Miniſters were not ſetr down by the Prelats, nor 
didever firt bya commiſſion of delegation from rhem : 
Birwe remit the fuller clearingſof this difference to the 
abjeftors who arecalled ro have more ſerious thoughts | 
Iibout it then we are called ro have. II: matters of duty or 
ln:does not depend from our knowledge or ignorance , 
Ihut trom the Law of God: its a known rule, spnorentia vin- 
Ir- F abilis non excuſat aculpg. Now the I I. ſorts of Curats are 
le- 1 theſe who being admitted by the reſpeCive Presbyteries 


'ea {ſince the yeir 1549.have further raken collation from 
he. thePrelats :which collatjon AS irhesat leaſt avir ruall TC= 
0 Jordination in the boſome of it (forthe at of Parliament 
It J'}gokes upon them as no Miniſters withoutthis 3 and the 
if Jnarrative of thecollation does bear that they have been 
i- | 


ried and ordained, but does nor ſay by the Presbytrie) 
Toit beares alſo takeing of the oath of Canonical obedi= 
enceto his Lo: whereby they become his ſworn vaſſals 
Y [ and ſlaves ; yea tbe very collation it ſelfe withour the 
r } oath ſeems tobearight clear acknowledgement of rhe 
th pretended power of Prelats, and no doubt is devyſed 
? {| forthatpurpoſe, to bea mean of their eſtabliſhment ; 
* {| forbyirthePrelatis put in the place of the Presbytery, 
” | Iris implyed tharnow he hes the power of trial, and or- 
dirarion, conſequently unto which only he conterrs the 
* | benefice; and this isthe only thing which ar arſt 15 cal- 
| | ledforatthe/hands of theſe Miniſters for the eſtabliſhing 
\ F>--6f Prelats. Ss | 
| - The 1 II. Sort of Curats are theſe who (beſides all 


fince their entry , and hes rhruft themſelves upon:the 


[Lords pcople with outtheir call and conſent: Theſe 
£0 per A 4 thea 


thir things ) hes received ordination |from the Prelars 
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thenare the Curats and Prelats about whom the queſtion f{yord © 
1s 5: concerning , whom we grant thar there may be-ſome Woſpe 
futher ſubdiviſions; for it is agreater fault to ſubinitt. ſion 
cordially to. the Prelats, or t6 'be aftivein dryving on Yew v 
their deſigns ,.nor I1t1s roſubmi tt out'of fear .&c. IT Ir 'nce 
1s. a greater fauſt to, intrude uponthelabqursof faithful Words 
Muutters-thruſt,out ,. noritis to imrudeyupona'vacand Thves 

BBgrcgramon:;. Theſe indeed are heinousapgtayations. yes we 


£4Dut the queſtion is about our ſubmiſſion ;» by. hears 


_ the organs diviſion. -, | 444 bib 
— The: 
” 


£ das | req! 
' 10$2SC:, Unto theſe who have ſubmitted unto theſe:Pre- Yitual 
4Jats3 whichſubmiſſion of theirs , and their deriving a I}. 
power fromthem, is the fundamenral guilt; the ſeveral ined 


wayes of which are.exerciſed in the three niembers of 
bh I. Run propoſaits beexplainedis, concern 
1ng hearing of and ſubmitring unto thir Prelars and thir 
Eurats, and the'takeing the ordinances off their hands,. Yyerc 
for unfolding of which , confider firſt that by the ordi-- "Yi! 
nances: ff God > are not only to be underſtood:the Gol- ſhi 
pel ordinances of preaching, bur alſo Sacratnents , ang Ki 
all other parts 'of publick worſhip, manner of teaching ;, {lhe 
Government and Diſcipline ; all which 'hes.been in uſe Jþnc 
among tis theſe yeares bygone , which weare bound rg fie 
maintaine by the Word, of God and Solemne Cove= Jn 


nants,; . all which, and as many moe, as they ſhall - Je 
pleaſero invent, our Prelats and Curats pretends apo- Ffti 
wer to adminiſtrar., TI, asto, what. concerns hearing W1 


we would further confider firſt what it is weare called © 
to hear ; we ſuppoſe itis not ane ated Comedy , or A 
diſcourſe of civil _policie , tradeor ſuch like ; neither a 
Philoſophick leCturein a colledge, but it is ſomewhat 
For ſpiritual edification thar we are ſpeaking of; nay ir is 
The publick ordinance of preaching inſtituted by Chrilt 
; fox che begerting of faith &c, inthe hearts of the Lords 
. people. ., LI. confider whom weare to. hear. Fa 
.. "One authoriſed by Chriſt in his appointed way for car- 
- Lying his meſſage to us; for upon the matter it may VF og 
- £ is. Lc ae 


ira! 
no- 
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ford of God » and yet not a meſſage from him, notthe 


&} 


e Woſpel ordinance of preaching , becauſe nor delivered 
i Wh one who! hes a valid commiſſion. IT. Confider 
] 

\'; 
s 

| 7 


ww we are to hear , we are 70 hearthe Goſpel] ordi- 
Ince of preaching in the faith and'expeRation. of the. 
ords bleffing on bis own ordinance ,-\ubmitring our 


elves to Chniſt io the meſſenger and mefiage;: other wa- 

» Fes wetake the Lords name 1n vain, ſeeing this ar leaſt 
" J8requiſit to make that part of worſhip morally and ſpi= 
- Intvally good: Thisrhenis rhe hearing now 1n queſtion.” 
| ML We diſtinguiſh berween occaſional hearing and 
_ Sed Gated hearing ; The qualtion isnotz if a man'were 
 Kts/worke where one of theſe were preaching , if he 
"Inilir Ray (till nothwirhſtanding, "or hear a wordin the 
Iygoing ,' his occaſion ſo requireing or ſuppoſe their 
Weeno law for'Prelats, or no great rumor thar there 

:  Jiere avy of thar gang in any Church with in the Land: 
” Wawan travelling throw the Countrey about his lawful 
hires reſted 0n the Lords day whereſuch a one |were 
Mhour curious inquiry » and by ane inculpable1zgne= 
abce., he might hearſuch a one withour fin, [Burrhat 
Þnot rhe queſtion.. It is concerning fixed and ſtared: 
zRaring co the makeing up of-which theſe things'doa 
{oncurr, firſt atsand lawes inſtituring andconſtituting 

' Fichand ſuch Church Officers... I I- The aCtual fixing; 
tthem by vertus of theſe lawes and aCtsin ſuchplaces. 

[TL "They being fixed, takeing upon them to admini»: 

tat all the Ordinances, I V- lawes and acts appoint- 
hgevery one reſpectively to ſubmitrt unto the ſett Offi- 

ers ſo fixed, and to take the Ordinances off their hands 
Peoples. praftiſe in ſubmitting to theſe ats'and 
Wes, doing'thar really whichis required (tho out- 


Wrdlyonly) and no more is required;; Now this ſort 
hearing isareall and formall ſubmitring unto the per- 
ones heard, and ane interpretative ( ar leaſt ) takeing- 
ththe ordinance offtheir hands- Whether they have 
wer or no. And he who ſubmitts tothem as to rhe 
1% | A5 preaching 
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preaching of the word 3 may ſubmitt unto them in all 


other parrs of worſhip or Ordinances, ſeing there isa }} 


like reaſon for all excepttherebe a particular corruption 
in ſucha part of worſhip chat may ſcarr them. Frem 


this it appeares , rbat it is more pertinent toask , whe- | 

ther it be lawfull to ſubmitr to the Prelars and the Cu. | 
rats, then ro 1hquire» 1fat be lawfull to bear them. For i 
fix the term, hearmg, being more ſtrit extenſiye,relates 1* 


only toane Ordinance viz. ro that of preaching. T1, 
_ theterm, ſubmits, being more intenfive » does berter ex- 
preſs the Nature of the hearing &c, about which 
the queſtion 1s , 1t15 not eyery ſort of hearing that is here 
\ meant , butrhar hearing whichis of the Goſpel Ordi= 


nance of preaching » and that ina ſtated way , which hes P 


ſubmiſſion involved 1nit, as is above declared. 


Thirdly we would advert, that when the Law require- 2 


ing obedience and ſubmiſſion unto ſuch and ſuchChurch 
Officersand attendance on them arſuchtimes, requires 
a verball expreſs acknowledgement of them whether by 
word, promiſe or oath, Then if that be wanting, their 
ſubmiſſion unto ;, and acknowledgement of them might 

offibly þe eſteemed not to be ſo full, but when the 
Faw requires only peoples prattiſe , then peoples pra- 


Qtical obedience 15 enough to evidence rheirſubmiſſion 

yntotheſe Officers , asalſo their acknowledgement of 
them and approbarion of their way for why the Law 3% 
requires no more of the peoplein their ſtation , forfix- J 


ing of theſe creatures 1n their places : The queſtion then 


1s., whether it be lawfull or not to hear,} or ſubmittto F 


the Prelats and their Curats, asis aboveexpreſfled: 


7 But it is ObjeQed bere, that befides theſe things above- | | 


mentioned ro make up fixed ſtated hearing , it 1s further 
requifit,, thatthe party who hears live within the Pa- 
riſh , and that he hear not only now andthen, butor- 
dinarily. | 


LHuſwer firſt : Itis granted then that the hearing, one | 


placed in a Pariſh by theſe who lives within the Pariſh, 


is 


| It 
| —— hearing , asconſequently ſubmiſſion , as 
poveſatd, eſpecially iftheir hearipg be ordinary An: IT, 
{The:queſtion1s nor ſo much concerning fixed or ſtated 
[hearing of them as Church Officers 'in- the nationall 
Church of Scotland and fixing themn in and over thar 
"Church , and this is that which borh the Law and pras 
| fifearmes at primarily and diretly , and atthe other 
but indireGly and conſequenrially,for it is but a circum- 
fantiall buflineſs to!be a member in this or that congre- 
gation:, though neverſo fixedly. ' Anſe I. T1, ſeing all 
1nd every one of the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſtand 1n an 
tuallrelarion tothe whole viſible Church and every 
part therof, and have ane habituall power to exerciſe all 
the parts of therr.office in every part thereof, according 


+4 
0 
by 


' 4x they have aparticular call, and ſeeing our practicall 


conſent to hear, or take avy of the ordinances of their 
hands is a ſufficient call, pro bac vice, of that which 
hc & nune does attually conſtitut ſuch a Miniſter our 
Miniſter; he aCtually and fixedly [ probacwice ] ſtanding 
between. God and: us-, and actually diſpenſing Gods 
Ordinance unto us, his people , although otherwiſe he 
werea Miniſter in Americe, it followeth I ſay, that it 


{Þall-one, whether we looke on them as Miniſters, or. 
7 as our fixed Miniſters ſeeing they cannot bur be our 
{ fixed Miniſters in that a&t , we mean de fafo, non dejjure. 
3 4if:1/.” We ſee no difference to be noriced ofany worth 


berwixt hearing of them ordinarily , and hearing of 


{ them now and then, for itis the ſame thing. And 


eertainly'if itbe lawful to hear thern once , ir?:s lawful 
tohear them ordinarily', and 1s as reall ſubmifhion unto 
'them'and obediencetothe Law, tho it be'not ſo full ex- 


their fixing; but majus minus non mutant ſpeciem. 
"Objeftion : If the party hearing ſhall before his hea. 
 Nitig- give a formall reſtimony againſt|che Curars entry , 


4 


' Ting 


tenſive; we grant alſo jt hes a more-bent influence on 


bis being Minifter of that place , &c. thatthen his hea- 
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preaching of the word ; may ſubmitt unto them in all © 
other parts of worſhip or Ordinances, ſeing there isa 
like reaſon for all excepttherebe a particular corruption © 
in ſucha part of worſhip that may ſcarr them. Frem : 
this it appeares , rbat tis more pertinent roask , whe- © 
ther it be lawfull ro ſubmitc to the Prelars and the Cu- 
rats, then ro inquire» if it be lJawfull ro bear them, For 
firſt the term, hearing, being more ſtri&t extenſive,relates 
only toane Ordinance viz. to that of preaching, T1, . 
_ the term, ſubmite, being more intenfive , does berter Ys F 
preſs the Nature of the hearing &c, about which Jutl 
the queſtion1s , 1t15 not every ſoit of heating that is here * 
meant , but that hearing which is of the Goſpel Ordi- Jxtu; 
nance of preaching » and that ina ſtated way, which hes 
ſubmiſſion involved init, as is above declared. | 
Thirdly we would adyert, that when the Law require- 5th 
ing obedience and ſubmiſſion unto ſuch and ſuchChurch 00! 
Officersand attendance on them arſuch times, requires "hand 
a verball expreſs acknowledgement of them whether by "kc © 
word , promiſe or oath, Then if that be wanting, their Min 
ſubmiſſion unto , andacknowledgement of them mighe © 
pony be eſteemed notto be ſo full, but when the 0rc 
aw requires only peoples practiſe , then peoples pra- ve! 
Qical obedience is enough to evidence rheirſubmiſſion Al 
yntotheſe Officers , asalſo their acknowledgement of 4% © 
them , and approbarion of their way for wh y the Law Je 
requires no more of the people in their ſtation, for fix 14 
ing of theſe creatures in their places : The queſtion then 3Þ*r 
is, Whether it be lawfull or not to hear, or ſubmitt to |!he 
the Prelats and their Curats, asis aboveexpreſled* [cert 
Bur it is Obrefted here, thar befides theſe things above- 0h 
mentioned to makeup fixed ſtated hearing , it 1s further} the! 
requifat, that the party who hears live within the Pa-1ten! 
riſh, and that he hear not only now andthen, but or the 
dinarily. J < 
Auſwer firſt : Tris granted then thar the hearing one? !i 
placed ina Pariſh by theſe who lives within the Pariſh, ) ts 
1s 


ll 9 


2 4Shxedftated hearing , as conſequently ſubmiſſion, as 
n Ahoveſaid, eſpecially if their hearipg be ordinary 4nſ:IT, 
n ſhequeſtionis nor ſo much concerning fixed or ſtated 
.. *aring of them as Church Officers in the national 
. (hurch of Scotland, and fixing them in and over that 
r urch, and this is that which both the Law and pras 
s Afeaimes at primarily and directly , and atthe other 
1. MmindireCtly and conſzquencially,tor it is but a circum- 
- 4ntiall buſſineſs ro be a member in this or that congre- 
mtion , though never ſo fixedly. Anſ} I TI, ſeing all 
#nd every one of the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſtand in an 
&tuall relarion to the whole viſible Church and every 
Jjre therof, and have ane habituall power to exerciſe all 

he parts of therr office in every part thereof, according 
e- \5they have aparticular call, and ſeeing our practicall 
-h \conſent to hear , or take avy of the ordinances of their 
es andsis a ſufficient call, pro bac vice, of that which 
y Zhc © mume does aGtually conſtitur ſuch a Miniſter our 
ir Miniſter; he actually and fixedly [ probacvice | ſtanding 
1: .deeween God and. us , and actually diſpenſing Gods 
'e Ordinance unto us, his people , although otherwiſe he 
1- yerea Miniſter in America, it followeth I ſay , rhat it 
n ball one, whether we looke on them as Miniſters, or 
£5 our fixed Miniſters ſeeing they cannot þur be our 
w.ixed Miniſters in that a&t , we mean de fatto, non dejjure. 
* Anſ: 1. We ſee no difference to be noticed of any worth 
nberwixt hearing of them ordinarily , and hearing of- 
-o them now and then, for itis the ſame thing. And 

certainly if itbe lawful to hear thern once , it}:s lawful 
2- to hear them ordinarily , and 1s as reall ſubmifſon unto 
p/themy'and obedience to the Lay, tho it be not ſo full ex- 
4-Jtenſfive; we grant alſo jt hes a more bent influence on 
7-4 their fixing; but majus & minus non mutant ſpeciem. 

3 Objefon : If the party hearing ſhall before his hea» 
7 ling give a formall teſtimony againſtjcrhe Curars entry , 
21 is being Minifter of that place , &c. thatthen his hea- 
oy \ Ting 


It | 
11ng cannot be accounted fixed ſtated hearing, in the W0 


ſenſe aforeſaid , much leſs ſubmiſſion unro him as ſuch, | 
Anſwer : firſt That Teſtimony ( if ofany avail! ) muſt Wt 
not onely be againft his entry » or being Miniſter ofthar Wt 
place , bur allo againſt his being «fteemed a Miniſter of 1 
the Church of Scotland; ſeeing that is the thing that rhe 092 


Law aimes at primarily, as is ſaid; and that is the thing | 


alſo we are primarily ſworn againſt in our ſolemn leagge 


and Covenant. LI. this teſtimony f ifany worth ) muſt Þ 
be as publick, openand frequent, as our pradtiſc in our | 
hearing, &C. otherwiſe it cannot ſo much as remoye | 
ſcandall. 1IT./the Curats laugh under thumb'ar this | 
geſtimony ( where itis admitred) andlookes onironly ft 
as a device of witt to ſhun ſuffering , and are glad that ! 
thereby they may ger the people banked in tro ſubmitt 


unto them, everlaſtingly , as-they-thinke, and neyer {{c. 


-Mmure , again of this clandeſtine reftimony. IV. ifhea- 
ring &c. be looked upon, eſteemed and required as ; 
ane approbation of the call and office of Prelats and Cu- : 
rats, andas a token of ſubmiffion unto them ; then it © 
cannot ſerve the turn here ; ſee Alting. probl. * Prat 18, *! 
Likewiſe probl, 9. about being married with Popich Preiſts, * 
Pag. 394, but rhis1s juit our caſe ; the 1mportance of -, 
' the Lawes, andall other circumſtances canſidered, as þ 
. appeares fram what bes been ſaid concerning ſtated hea= * 
ring. and will further appear in proſecution of: argu= *? 
ment. V III. albeit in our thonghts and expreſſions : 
we may preſcind, diſtinguiſh and diyide between the 
duty of hearing &c. and the finfullneſs of ſubmitting 
unto, & approbation of tke Curatsand Prelats 3: yer 
our practiſe ownes no ſuch preciſion » but does allwayes 
' involve a relation and ſubmiſſion unto bath z the meta- 
phyſicksin our heads does not influence our practice , 
neither cana teſtimony hinder or take off thar ſubnuſion 
and approbation which the practice off its own Narure 
doesinvolye. VL. if ateſtimony may take off the fin | 
ef (ubmiſſion unto and approbation of the Prelas *ad | 


Nurats in hearing &c, wherefore may not the like teſti- 
Sony take of the fin of idolatry in kneeling inthe att of 
Feceiving the Sacramental Elements of bread and winez 
Aur this. 1t cannotdoe, becauſe 1n that a&t we are in a 
Aited poſture of outward , worſhip , having the Ele- 
»pents as the 1immediat objeCtrherof ſtanding between 
 $$0d and us: for which ſee (amongſt others) Mr Ruther= 
(nds devine Right of Church Government Cap. 1. queſt, 5. The 
"ke we ſay of the other; for in hearing &c, we are inarie 
Autward ſtated way of worſhip &in that a&t we have the 
Frelat or hisCurat ſtanding betweenGod8&us,tho not to 
worſhipped,yet to be practically owned & ſubmitted 
ito, as unto the meſſenger ot the Lord of hoſts; which 
MaCticall owning and ſudmitring unto, a teſtimony can 
Jo more take off here, nor 1t can take off idolatry in the 
ther caſe. From all this it does follow that hearing 
kc. of the Prelats and their Curats does neceſlarily 
-molve ſubmiſſion unto them and approbation of themz 
> _wewithſtanding of any reſtimony tothe contrary 3 and 
- "at 1s all one to inquire concerning the lawfulneſs of 
e raring, &c. and of ſubmiſſion ; neither can I ſee 
| Jowa teſtimony. ofa privat nature can take of that which 
, Sthe Jegall and publick intent ofthe aCtion, 
* . ThelTI I: rhingcotheexplained 1s what is meant by 
Lavfull: where we would confider , that a thing may 
% lawfull by the Law of man, and yet not law= 
\ Aill by the Law of God 3 Becauſe God is greater 
; hen man: therefore Chriittian People » when the com 
nds of men comes out , would allwayes try , if thele 
tommandsof men be conformeto the revealed will of 
God ornoc. The queſtion isrobe underſtood of the 
Utter, notof the former, T ii we may diſtinguiſh here 
Jerween the reality of a thing and the lawfulneſs of a 
Jbting , or ( which is all one) between its efſence and 


Jt where, there is not'Bonitas morals; a man 10 2 
allen eſtate isa true man , though nor morally goos. 3 
| border 
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is morall goodneſs; There may be Veritas Metaphy= 


C 
» 


. not lawfully gone about, Faflum valet quod fieri non debu;s, *, 


14, oO 


Sotder marriage isa true marriage for irs ſubitance, though R- 


Hence it followes , that although Frelats and Curars &s; 
had the efſenrials of a Goſpell miniſtry , yerir will not Sv x 
follow;that we may takethe ordinances off their hands; © 
for that may be ſinfull and unlawfull. - 
Having explained the terms for clearing up of the | 
fate of the queſtion » and being to ſpeak only ro theſe ; 
who are really troubled about the preſent caſe ; before . 
I come tothe reſolution of the queſtion , I would pre- ue 5 
miſe ſome things that Tknow they will grant. Asfirſt, end 
That our Lord Jeſus hes inſtituted and appointed all the "lofi 
ſtanding officers of his Houſe, for the feeding and ru- nov 
ling thereof, Secondly , that theſe of Chriſts appoint- Juhi 
ment are Minifters and Elders, whoare to gOvernina Chr 
collegiat way , viz- by Presbyteries ſeſſions, Synods8& | Pre 
general Aﬀſembljes z with a dire&@ immediar , ſubordi- per 
nation to Chriſt alone. Thirdly, Thar the Prelar Biſhop *Thi 
is none of Chrilts creatures, nor ſer inthe Church by * ial 
God, non? of theſe gifts which Chriſt aſcending on high 'the 
o2ve tO his Church , but a meer humane creature and 
political device. Fourthly , That the Civil Magiſtrar * dep 
hes no headſhip over the Houſe of God under Chriſt the © the 
mediatory way , thar he 1s not art all ane officer in the * the 
Church the Houſe of God. Fiftly,that there isa govern- !(Ch 
ment ſpiritual, eccleſtaſtick viſible overand in the viſible the 
Church in the hands of Church officers, ating under . (4 
Chriſt their King , by them he exerciſes his viſible me- | & 
diatory kingly power 3 which government 1s formally , ! oj 
and in 1ts own nature, diſtinct from the government ' thi 
civil, and notartall ſubje&ro the Civil Magiſtrar. S1xtly, | C} 
That the Civil Mapiſtrat, nor yet the ruling Church hes © x1 
no power from God to inſtirtutand appointany Kynd of | or 
Church officers, or a new forme of Church government ' e 
never appointed by Chriſt. Sevently, Thatrhe Civil ? gf 
Magiſtrat cannor juſtlydeprive anyGoſpelMimſter c1ther | C 
of his office, orthe exerciſcthereof ( eſpecially he having | g 
committed 


col 


2s 


h Frommitted no crime) neither can looſe the relation be- 
t. Jycen paftor and people. Eightly, Thatthe obligation 
ts *fthe National Covenant yet lyes on,notwithſtanding of 


It ny thing done to the contrary ; yea that no perſon, 
5; or perſons whatſoever hes power to looſe thele obli- 
-0at1ONSs | 
Ie | Theſe things being premiſed , I reſolve the queſtion 
E inthe negative, thus ; That for the Lords People in this 
'e Land to bear the Prelats and their Curats in the ſenſe aforeſaid , 
e- that 1s £0 ſay , to ſubmit tothem or the'ordinances of God (pre- 
, Jtended tO be 1n their hands) from them is fnful and un- 
© "lful. The reaſon inforceing this conclufien, and 
1- ?moving us to determin fo, are theſe: Firſt, Thar 
t- "which cooperats to the overturning of ane ordinance of 
4 Chriſt 18 ſinfu] andunlawful : But the hearing of the 
X Prelats and their Curats, or ſubmitting unto them, coo= 
1-  jperats ro the overturning of ane ordinance of Chriſt : 
P "Therefore 1t 18 ſinful and unlawful. The majoris unde- 
y .niable 3 the minor I prove thus: The government of 
1 the Church by Paſtors, Teachers and ruling Elders ina 
d collegiat way by Presbyteries , &c. with ane immediat 
at dependanceupon Chriſt , is anordinance of God, But 
e the ſubmitting to Prelats; &c. does clearly cooperat to 
© the overturning of that yea ro the thruſting it out of the 
1- Church: Therefore, 8&c. The major is preſuppoſed; To 
le the miner, it may be ſaid; It is not we who thruſts out 
-F .Chriſts government, itis theParliament, Prelats, &c- 
-- | nſw. TheParliment indeed thruſts it out as Lawmakers, 
' » - ether Magiſtrats yea&Souldiersas executorsof theLaw, 
it | the Prelars as intruders , 8&you as obedient Subjefs and 
y, Church members in your place& callings,willinglywal- 
=S | kingafter the commandement; & thar isall you can doe, 
of ; or 1s called for at your hands; ſothat your concurring ace 
nt : cording ro your calling in ſubmitting to the Prelars, &c. 
il ? officers and ordinances , altogether inconſiſtent with 
& / Chriſts inſtitution, is a clear cooperating by you to the 
by - everturning thereof, But , Secondly , ye will ſay we 
are 


— 


416 | | | 
are forced to it, Firſt, We doe it againſt our wills; 
Secondly, We mynd no ſuch thing in what we doe 
Anſw,to the firſt The will cannot be forced. Second: 
ly, Yedoeit out of free choyſe, and ſo moſt willingly; &e 
Juſt as a merchant in a ſtorme at ſea caſts out his goods % 
to ſave his life, which deed of his is fimply volunta- | 


ry, he choiſes it as the beſt in his preſentſtrair, So Þ,q1 


yow . being pur ro it, eitherto joine in worſhip , or }, 
to ſuffer; make choyſe of ſin before ſuffering , which | 

deed 1sfo much the more ſinful, in that the preſent ſtrait | 

is a providential call from God unto you for to give a 
teſtimony againſt the preſent courſe, which may be done | 
by your refuſing to joine and ſubmit , and by your ſuffe- Þ 
Ting:upon that account , when you dare not, nor have 
not acceſs to give it anorher way :* Anditwould be * 
conſidered that the Lord of purpoſe ſends affliftions and | 


perſecutions to try hrs people , whether or no theywill. 8: 


adhere to every truth of his, and abſtain frorh every | 


falſe and corrupt courſe? And their very ſtanding and . &;.- 


abſtaining may be a confeſling of Chriſt before men; for < 
they whoavow his truth jconfeſſeth him , and the con= *? 


trare isareall denying of him before men; and what 4," 


they may expect that doe ſb, the tells us in his word. 
AstotheTl, wearenot ſo much to looke to what we 
mynd or purpoſe ,. as to what neceſſarily and native! 
tollowes upon whar we doe; for the doing of that whict 
18 right and acceptable to God, itisrequifit , thou pur- 
poſe and defire the thing thou art about; but to thy ou 
of evil , the deed without the purpoſe and defire is ſuf- 
ficient 3 Ponum ex integro.,, 8c; andjwhatever thou pur- 
pole, yet the adverſe party does really purpoſe the 0- 
verturningandout turning of che Government and offi- 
cers of Chriſts inſtitution ; and ifthou in thy place and 
call:ng concurr with them in the Mean, thou. mult be 
1nterpreted to purpoſe the End alſo; yea altho thou 
both withed and prayed that ſucha thing came never to 
paſs; yetit thou do that which may firrther irs bringing » 
pafs 


'N} 
by 
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ls, thou art guilty; much moreif thou doe that, which 
neceſiary to the brinying abour thereof; and it is well 
pwne that this courſe could nothold, if every one re- 
fed to joyne 5 andthou can only doe for thy ſelfe, 
Je have beenthe longer in the anſwers ro theſe, bes 
ſe they may be made with equal ſtrength againſt ſe- 
all of the following arguments , where alſo the ſame 
ſwers may ſuffice, | oh 
J Argument : IT, That which brings in ane officer in'the 
Suſc of God , anda forme of Government which isnot 
Chriſts inſtirution , muſt be a ſinfull praftiſe :, But 
Shcaring of, ſubmitring unto , and joyning 'in wore 
pwith andrakeing the ordinances off the hands of the 
telats and their Curars is ſuch. Therefor it is 2 finfull 
"ntiſe.. The Maier and Minor are both clear from 
*#(e grounds firit becauſe Chriſt tes inſtiruted his own 
2wernment and all his own officers himſclfe, and hes 
*tlefrchar roany man , neither will ſuffer men to doe 
us they pleaſe, as 1s preſuppoled. TL. Iris preſup- 
*o{ed alſo thar the Prelats are not of Chrifts inſtitution. 
AI. They require no more of thee, bur that rhou will 
F ordinancesoft their hands, and lookes upon 1r as2 
Ampleat ſubmiſtion unto them 3 neither can thou 1n 
iy place and calling doe any more ( upon the marter } 
2r their ſetlemenr ; yea perhaps they would be angry, 
#they knew that you thought they needed any more 
*m thee for their ſerclemenr ro the full ,excepr rhar: & 
Seit we grant, that Countenanceing of them, Ezheartie 
Jofing with themz& with their government, wouls be 
Aeful ro their fettling, as to the bene efſe of it ; yet hear= 
wu 8:c. of them1s ſufficient co th- eſſe ot it; n<1cker can 
Jecheatfulneſs or heartineſs of clohng with rem be 
\moyned by Law, theſe being internal aCt: of the 1991. 
\Oheg. But thou may ſay pernaps : Thy hearing ot 
Wm preach cannot be jnterpretes a (\ubmiliton to Remy 
ten chouart conſtrained roit. 4nſw. Firit, bowever 
Fen thou takeſt Bapriſmzoii theur uands to thy Chyld 
B its 
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itsa cleaf caſe, I'T. When thou heares them prezch,thouſ® 
either lookes upon the preaching as Gods ordinance of 
preaching,or not;and upon the ſpeaker as a ſent Miniſte 
ſtanding between God & thee, to bring Gods mynd untd{ 
thee, or not : If thefirſt its clear thou rakes the OrdiF**. 
nance off his hand. If the ſecond, Then thou mocks God © 
and ſo had betrer abſtain; and howevec,, thy praftice i” * 
a real , though not a verbal ſubmiſſion.” | 6 
Arg.3» That which ſerves to eſtablisa tyranny in th: 
Church over the ſouls &conſciences of theLordsPeople 
muſt be ſinful 8& unlawful: Bur the hearing of, 8&ſubmirÞ 
ting, unto the Prelats 8:their Curats is ſuch. Therefore; 
Enful Xunlawful: The major none will deny. The miner E 
prove thus: That which ſerves to eftabliſh Pretars,ſervesh, 
to eſtabliſh a tyranny in the Church: Bur hearing &c, off 
them and theirCurars ſerves to the eſtabliſhing of them:Þ 
Therefor thy bearing of them&<. ſervesto eſtabliſh their h 
tyranny. The minor of thisis proven in the foregoing ar; 
eument. The major is Clear: Becauſe thePrelats areryrans ” 
Their ryranny appeares firſt in that rhey intrude them- © 
ſelves upon the Church without any lawful power from® 4 
Chriſt the Head thereof, I I. The power they claime Be: 
is not miniſterial, which only is of Chriſts appointment.” 
but a ſort of abſolute Lordly Dominion over both Mif< 
niſters and People, which Chriſt hes expreſly forbidde 
in his Word, I1T. In ſpoiling the Lords People of 
their priviledge purchaſed by Chriſt to them'; as for, 
example In obcruding upon them without Scripture, 
reaſon or their own conſent, Miniſters, Canons g h 
Dodrines , modell of Worſhip and Ceremonies , asþ'S" 
they pleaſe. IV. In makeing Miniſters abſoivrely de-g, Fu | 
end from them, not only as to their Miniſtrie, bury, 
alſo as to the exerciſe of all the parts of Worſhip » andþ 
ſo makeing the Servants of Chriſt their ſlaves: Theyſ 's 
muſt reach what rhe Prelats pleaſe , and that only; if 
They muſt worſhip as they preſcryve , they muſt exerſ, of 
ciſe Pifcipline [if any at all] in aneabſolute dependanceF,, . 
on them , they muſt cenſure theſe faults | yea Res : 
ALLIES : 
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$orno ] and theſe only which he commands, Phy 
FS: way only as he commands; for all which purpo= 
e requires ane oath of obedience from them unto 
flfe, by vertue of which he 1s conſtitured Judge 
yfolneſsand unlawfullneſs, expediencie and inexi- 
encie of all that he commands, & neither they, nor 
Sxople may aska reaſon of his commands,or ſo much 
'Fercea Judgment of privat diſcretion about what he 
Smands; he underthe name of things lawful and ho- 
in that ſame Oath, brings in a number of thivgs be«. 
theWord of God [&therforcontrare to it] inven- 
of men without number , which he from his papal 
Þlble Judgment &by his Autocratorick power zinpiſies; 
Moth Paſtors & people muſt receive and drink down 
*, Now alltheſe forſaid things are dlear'marks'of 
Hanny and tyrrants: Ir is conſiderable therfor thatwe 
out of Babylon , ſeparated our ſelves from the 
Ich of Rome not only becauſe of her errours 'in 
frine , Idolatry and Superſtition in Worſhip , but 
uſe of her tyranny in Covernment, & thought ir-our 
rſoto doe, then ſurely it muſt be our fin to doe any 
| that may tend directly or indireRtly ro the eſtabliſh- 
Fof (acha tyranny in theChurch of Gol, &indeed the 
:Maticall Government this day exerciſed in the Church 
Fotland,differs not a handbread from the government 
Wciſed this day in the Churchof Rome, Ifit would 
bezn our fin, ro haye ſtayed ſtill under thar tyranny, 
ainly ic muſt be our greater fin;when we eſcaped {cor 
eto rerurn and fit down pzaceably under air again. 
Irgument 1V, Tat which upon the warter ard 1n 
Fi, direttly or iIndirectiy doesrend ito wake avother 
"Fides 'Chrift , head of the Church .tmuſt be fnfull 
JFlunlawfull. But hezring of che Prelars and-Curars in 
i and upon the matter do2s fo 'much Therforie 
[tbe unlawfull. The Vater will oo! be denyed by 
'to whom I ipeak- The Mmor is clear f: om this. 
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 Itdeir practiſc they Coopelir  Þ hoiden forth befor2] 
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does deryvetheir power from the King as ſupreme k& 
8 Governour in all cauſes ecclefiaſtick, for all;the als 
eſtabliſhing the Bilhops and the governmentto be ex 
ciſedby.them , giving power unto them, and in Joy 
4g all.to \ſubmitttothem , are founded on this nark; 
tive,{otbatſubmittivg unto _rhem in obedience toth( 
acts 15 in {0 far as We arc called roir 2 4 moit reall le 
ing upanother head of the Church beſide Chriſt, _ K; 
Arg. V. That which does concurr to the turning of t 
Kiogdome of Chriſt,, whichis nor of this world , int&s14: 
kingdom which is of this world, muſt be finful. But jo £ 
ing with the P relars and their Curats 1n maner forſaic th 


ſach. Therforunlawfull. The major none will deny w King 


- denyesinor Scriprure,.obn 18 35, The minor appeary.c 
frogytheſerwo grounds. Firſt, i hat thePrelats way do&ge 
turn the ſpiritual Kiirgdom of Chriſt iato.a worldly pg, le 
litick Kingdom. -. IL. [That peoples ſubmitting ro the 
by hearing &c,15 a par tial concurring for carrving on E.. : 
thar. The firſt I make plain by this. parallel; firſt the he 
of,.ChriſtsChurch. is a ſpirituall one [Chriſt him/elf | upc 


whom.all the Members, Paſtors and people haveane in 
mediat dependance-withoutthe interyention of anothe 
But the head-immedaar of the Prelatical Church isa Pg 
litical one , as4s above; declared viz: a woridly Govegg, 
nour,a real pope, which is enough of it ſelfe to make thi 
Church a papacie , ameer anrichriſtian politicall King 
dome, ſuch as the papacy 3 for the thing that confticur 
the papal Church, and. denominats onea member therf, 
of is tne holding the popes ſupremacy,in all other thing. 
almoſt Papiits diſagree among themſelves, but in thi 
they all agree , and therefore called Papitis, II. th 4 
Lawes of Chriſts Kingdome are ſpirituall , Gods owg.: 
word; but the Lawes of the Prelaticall Church or King 
domeare worldly , humane» and in nothing diftering 
from ſtate Lawes,yea the very ſame I[I- The Officer 
of -Chriſts Kingdome under him are clothed only withf, 


miniſteriall power , declarative of Chrilts wyads by | 
cence 


21 
Gwho alone ate inveſted with power in the Prelati- 
Church, have a power and Dominion Lordly, like 
APrinces and great ones amongſt the Gentiles | 
$.20.25-IV. Theinternall forme ofChriſts govern. 
Sis ſpirituall, working inyardlyupon the conſcience, 
\She internall forme ofithe Prelats government is car= 
tompulfive upon the outward[man. We might further 
Ice inthe end, rewards,puniſhments, all which are 

Wall in Chriſts Kingdome, bur carnall andwordly in 
(Trlats Kingdome, which is clear from matter of fact 

t pehaps they will deny it. However from this it is 

, that the Prelaticall way is the turning of the ſpiri= 
Kingdome of Chriſt into a carnall and worldly one. 

that 11. the hearing of rhe Curats in maner forſaid is 
Aperating to the makeing that dreadFull change, as is 
Wle : for whatis their hearing but a practically ma- 
themſelves Subjedts of this new Kingdome, going 

as1t were, of Chrilts Kingdome Spirirual + 1ma- 

K now to be demoliſhed ( which is blasphemy tro 
e)and liſting themſelves under thePrelars collours, 

E what a dreadfull thing 1s that? Nor only mo finful 
Aelfe, as were eafie to them ; bur alſo fearfvl inits 
Requences; for God will never bleſs that which js 
Wis own ordinance,cither for the good of thy ſoul or 

of thine. Any thing that could be excepted here 1s 

"Hd away 1n Arg-I, Only to this andall the torgoing 
* Yments rogerher with arguments 6. and 9.this gene» 
nſweris given: That which per ſe and by itſelfe does 
Merar to the overturning an ordinance ofChriſt, eſta- 
ing of prelacy & atyranny in the Church &c, is ftu- 
isgranted : That which cooperats only per accidens, 
kcidenr, is denyed. Bur.the hearing 8c. does co00- 

. 2Mperſe, to the fixing of prelacy , 15 denyed : That 
.. Foncurrs per accidens , it 1s grented ; and therefore 
*Mthe concluſion followes upon any of theſe premiſles 
"Fnyed: For reply to this Conſider firft : that it is nor 
ne, to be a partiall or FOUperaeny cauſe , and to be 
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ane accidental! cauſe , which is abſurd , much leſs the 
15 every partial caule #n eodem penere, in tha! (ame kynd, 
accidentall cauſe T1. 2 cauſe 1s either naty;all or mo:fl 
a natural or phyſical Cauſe is that which hath a n# 
turall or reall influence in producing of ſome eftett : Þ* 
moral. or legall cauſe is that which harh a mozal orlegP" 
influcnce | the effect being often only a legal reſi}: ] W* 
vertwe of which the effe& 1s impured to ir; as one wi 
counſels, pe:ſwades» doesnor hinder when they mJ 
, andought, commands a thing or obeyes a'command{ 
when the thing commanded is only a legall reſult ; af 
th11515 the preſent caſe : for theſe who hear and ought 
hinder the ſerleing of Prelactick Governmer and albe 


albeir they doe not command theſe things, yer they giy 
obedience in {o far as isrequyred ; and if the effedt'h 
1mpurted to the party commanding , 'wherefore muſt | 
nor alſo be impured to the party obeying that commant 
Is there any difference here, 111, That which is a cauf 
per accidens in reference to anatural efte&t; may be a mf 
ral Cauic per ſe; as he who ſertsa houſe on fire, hes no ni 
ru: al influence on the burning of it, yer theeffe&tis ju 
ſily imputed ro him; the queſtion here is not concet 
neinga natural, but concerneing a moral reſult, 1Y 
that hearing &e. be only ane accidental cauſe in fixig 
prelacy&c, theaccidenrality muſt either be ex parte cau| 
Or ex parte effettus , in the cauſe orin the effe&, itis nd 
ex partecauſe , this we thinke none will fay; for the 
hear not , as they arefohn and James , or as Shoemakel 
or Tailors for example ; Bur as they are Chriſtians ani 
Subjects: ſo Swarez diſp. 17; Sef 2. Neither is thert 
any accidentality here ex parte effetus ; for that mult e 
ther conſiſtin the accidental connexion berween thee hi 
fects Produced, asthe finding of a treaſure 15 accideny} ts 
tally knitr with rhe digging of the earth ; or it muſt col} E 
fiſt inthe accidentall connexion of two or moe cauld 
togethet, 


| 2 
Qwether , in order to the producing of ſuch ane efſee? 
or example , a man going by ane old ruinous houſe 
wall , that ſame very inſtant a ſtone falls doun and 
Sounds him; but none«of theſe two can have place here, 
Mot the firſt, for berween theſe two effects , receiving 
{the meflage and ſubmitting to the meſſenger { upon 
hich eſtabliſhing of prelacy and tyranny in the Church 
Merturning of Chriſts ſpiritual government &c, kyndly 
thllowes] there is a connexion no wayesaccidentall or 
Greuirous 3 bur on the contrair firſt naturall, a rifin 
from the relation between meſſenger and meffage , be- 
tween ordinances and diſpenſer the receiving of the 
he Sine of which muſt neceſſarily therefore be ane acknow= 
1, Jedgement of , and ſubmiſiion unto the orker ; yea , as 
-» nies been ſaid, we cannot hear him once, but pro hac vice 
<& ſao we confticutthis man in the circumſtantiar caſe 
;jjour Miniſter ; or znterpretative doe ſo acknowledge him 
neither can we hear him oftener, or ordinarily in one 
congegration., but our pradtiſe tends to fix this indivi- 
dual perſon in that congregation 5 which effect natively 
followes upon the praCtiſe,although there werea hunde- 
reth teſtimonies tothe contrair, Il. this connex1on ri- 
ſes fromthe publick intention of the Law and the our= 
.@ ward maner how the caſe 1s ſtated between Magilſrrar 
4 and Subje&, which ſpeaks forth the takeing of ordinane* 
# ces off the hands of ſuch officers ſo qualified , inveſted 
: With ſuch offices and having their offices ſuch a way z 
from which followes firlt a connexion morall between 
ordinances and ſuch officers , even as ſuch- II, thar 
our pratiſe of hearing &c. hes for the reſult cf it, as 
much the receiving of ſuch officers , even as ſuch , asir 
hes the receiving of the ordinances themſelves. 

4 Obje8. It wil) be ſaid poflibly , that theſe conjoined 
effeCts of fixingPrelars&Xc.are not intended by theſe that 
keares &c. and therefore that'they follow only accidens 
tally on their praſtice. Anſw, Their practiſe conſider- 
ed in itſelfe hes a naturall propenfeneſs to produce theſe 

| B 4 effects 
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efietts, as hes been ſhowne; And therefore they follow 
per ſe upon their practiſewhether they intend ſuch rhingsſhv 


 orno. 11. albert rheir praQtiſe had no propenſeneſs to Wige 


the producing of ſuch things, yer if they intend them , j 
the effect will not be per accidens , as is clear in himwho Id 
digsthe earth, purpoſely to tind atreafure 3 and that in If 
hearing &c. rhere 15 intended the fixing of Prelacy &c; þ 
even by them who doe hear. We make out this firft 
becaule there 1s a publick intention of citabliſhing of it, 
with which they cooperat z which publick intention, 
their reftimiony of a privat natures cannor infiinge , as 
hes becn ſhowen. 141. prantingſrhat thoſe who hea« 
res Kc. intends no ſuchibing with ave intentention for» 
mal or phyſical; yet thereis ane intention here that we - 
Cali morall , virtual and interpretative. For why when 
a moral agent does anv thing that otherwiſe isa duty and | 
with all ſees or may ſee that ſome finfull thing is conjoy= ' 
ned with 1t, that will neceſſarily follow upon hispraQiſe | 
as the efte&t thereof, thar then and in tharcaice he is ta 
goc on, thareffeR is ro be 1mputed ro bim , and he is | 
to be interpreted ro have inrended it, although in his 
heart he hareit and wiſh the contrair 3 and this isathing 
. [ weconcelve | all found Divines and Moraliſts agrees 
upon; butrhoſe who hear &c. are moral agents, and 
they cannot but ſee theſe things to follow upon their 
practiſe: rherefore they morally purpoſe the bringing a= 

bout of them. | 
Oba: If itbe ſaid further : that hearing is a duty 
anda mean of ſalyarion, and therefore we muſt hear 
whatever follow.  Auſwer : firſt : by this argument we 
might hear a Jeſuite or Maſs Preiſt, if they would bur 
profeſs to preach ſound doGtrine. 11. we may not doe 
evill that good may come of it, and that which other= 
wiſe were aduty leaves off to be a duty when clogged 
with ſin; at leaſt upon the matter. 111, we are not to 
b2 too ſollicitous about events concerning our being de- 
prived of means of ſalvation, but ought to _ 
rncic 


| 2 
whheſe mattersto God whoſe iristo provyd for theſe of his 
yn bouſe and family ; and inthe mean tyme ought to be 
figent in thoſe meanes and duties that we may lawfully 
erformand make uſeof; and ought to beware leaſt un» 
fer the notion of duty we fin againſt the Lord, Nei- 
jber I I. 15 the connexton between the cooperating cauſes 
] order tO the producing of theſe ſinfu]l effects of fixing 
pelacy &c. meerly caſual or accidental ; for all coope- 
ating agentsſtand in a fixed relation ro one another 3 
ey areall deltberar agents, and there 1sthe connexion 
fa Law by which Goſpel officers are thruſt out , 4 nti- 
criftian officers thruſt in , the ordinances of Chriſt 
werturnedz a tyranny eſtabliſhed inthe Ehurch and unto 
hich things people are commanded ro ſubmit in their 
ace and calling , and practically doe fo; which things 
tes been already cleared, , 
Objce. If it be ſaid here 2 Thar people intheir hearing 
I&c, does 1t not out of obedience to theſe Lawes , bur in 
*bediencetothe Law of God, We Auf. firſt that the 
Law of God doth indeed injoyve tearing , but doth not 
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Prelatiſts; therefore this hearing 1$not in obedience to the 
Jaw of God, II. the hearing &c. is formall obedience 
Jotheſe hamane Lawes, becauſe it isgone about in a way 
of ſtared obedience, unto which (in reference to humane 
Llawes ) there 1s nothing required bur the inaking of 
{hem « promulgating and publishing of them , and put= 
Jing them in execution, together with peoples doing 
bf che things commanded, upon the knowledge they 
Itave, or may have of them ;. and that although their will 
were nerter influenced by rhe authoricy of tke command, 
Jror hir by the threatning expreſſed in the ſanction of it 3 
al which is clear enoughin point of outward and finfull 
Þbedience , albeir unto obedience inward and morally 
ifood more be requifit. We haye inſiſted the longer 
{lnreplyto this anſwer, partly becauſe it ſtrikes at ſo ma- 
;ly arguments at{once , and partly becauſe of the weight 
ad on it, albeir not for any weightthatisin ir. 

"_ B 5 Argum, 


i 


zinjoyne finfull hearing, and therefore not the hearing of 
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 4rgum. VI. Theembraceing of a fundamental errorin 


Relivion though bur in practiſe and interpretatively is Þ 
Finful and unlawful : Bur the hearing of the Curars &c. 


is in practiſe, [ in effect] and mult be interpreted the 
embraccing of a fundamental error : And there for isun- 
lawful. The major is nndenyable; Yeathe main ground 


- on which we ſeparated from rhe Church of Rome was, 
errors fundamental, which they denyed, and we drey ; 


by-conſequents from their dotrine, The ming T prove: 


| Theſaying,, that Chriſts viſible Church is not kis ſpiritual | 


and Mediarory Kingdome isa fundamentalerror, but the 
hearing of the curats &c , . | ar leaſt in practice} is the 


embraceing of this, and therefore a fundamental error. 
The major of this I prove: The ſaying that Chriſt isnora 1 
. King isafundamental error; Butthe ſaying that this viſible 
Church is not his Mediatory Kingdome,1s the ſaying , he | 
is not a King | ar leaſt by conſequence} for thoſe 


who denyes overturns one part of his Kingly office , 
doe deny or overturr/by conſequence the whole of it, 
ſecing tnere is a neceſſary connex1on bertwixt the parts 
thereof.) And therefore a fundamemal error. The 
1n4jor of this is evident; for if Chrilbe nota King [which 
is Clear againſt Scripture, all Catechiſms and orthodoxe 
Confeſſions] then he is not Mediator [for'thepatrs of his 
Mediatory office are inſeparable] if not Mediator , then 
not Chriſt, and ſo not the foundation of our faith. Con- 
traryto 1, Cor. 3,v. 11, The mmor of this alſois evident, 


. becauſeifChrift hayenora Kingdome, [be 1s nor a King, 


Obje#. Thou wilt perhapsſay : The Church trium- 
phant is his Kingdome. 4nſw, We will not inquire 
here, T. For bow tharChurch above may be ſaid ro be a 
part of Chrifts Mediatory Kingdome: But 15there nor 
2 Kingdome of grace as well as a Kingdome of glory. 
Which Kingdome of grace is moſtproperly bis Media« 
tory Kingdome. Obje&. Bur it will be ſaid then, the in. 


vigble Church , and not the viſible , is Chriſts donative | 


Mediatory Kingdome. Anſw. 1, I grant that the me- 


 raphorsin $criprure of body , branches, ſpouſe are met 
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| faly applicable te his inviſible Church in reference unto 
'Chrift the Head, root and husband. II. Thar theſe who 


/ forthe members hereof have neither lawes | 
| nor gorernment , but as they are members of che viſible. 


v7 


are , orareto be ofthe invitible Church, are the end, the 
finis cus , for which all the ordinancesare appointed, and 
ajy,overnmeert ſett up and keeped up. Bur III. I deny, 
that the inviſible Church as ſuch is formally a Kkingdome 
overaours 


Church, &thargood which they get which makes them 
differ from others is the effect of th= ordinances thar they 


Pd 


are under , as they are members of the vifbl: Church ; 


unto which I confeſs there is neceſlary , the cooperation 


4 of the Spirit of God makeing his ordinances eftectuall. 


The minor ofthe forg oing $ yllogiſme viz that the tear- 


irg of the Curars &c. is pratically the embraceing ofthis - 


error iscleared from theſe groundsfirſt the Pielats by their 
practiſe overturns the ſpiritual Kingdome of Caritt, and 
turnSitinto a worldly politicall one; as1s proven by the 
forgoing arguments, I 1.-becauſe the moſt of that way 
In opinion denyes Chriſt rv have any viſible Kingdome or 
Government diftin&& from that of the ctvil Magiltrar, 
I TI, thoſe who ſubmit vrito the ordinances, pretended 
ro be in Prelats and Curats hands , embraces this error , 
becauſe they cloſe in with that which is the effect therof ; 


_ andis conftitured by ir, I V. we ſee in ſcripture, thar 
| alchougha man both in opinion and profeffion hold thar 
there isaGod, yetif his practiſe be oppoſit and tend to. 


the overturning ofthattruth, by conſequence, heis citee= 
med ane Atheitt Pſal. x4: 1, Tit. 1: 16 So that albeita 


man ſhould hold in opinion » that Chriſt is a King , and 


that his vifible Church is his Meditatory Kingdome, and 
alſo profeſs the ſame by words, yet if in praRtiſe [ though 
out of fear] he ſhall cooperat with theſe who overturns 
this truth » the Lord will efteem him ane oyerturner of 
It, a Dethroner of Chriſt, and adripkerin ofthis funda- 
mentalerror , whatever himſelfe or ethers thinke: Now 
we:her or no folks practicall ſubmitting tothis pegs 
2 


28 
ded ecelefialtick Amhority will not prove as' much. Let 
any man judge» | 


| Ttisexcepred here firſt. : Thatthe DoRrine of Church 
Governmient was never repute by any Orthodox writer 
among fundamental truths , the ſimple ignorance where 
of without error Orobſtinacy doth condemn 3 yea, and 
that ſoundneſs of Church Government was never repute 
among the eſſentialls neceſſary for conſtiruting a vifible 
Church , except by Separatiſts and Brounifts, and ther- 
for ye may gueſs what, For anſwer tothis we adverr firſt: 
That Divines are noryer well agreed upon theſe things 
thar are fundamenrall ; and albeit theſe things (the fim-» 
ple ignorance where of inferrs damnation)be indeed fun= 
damentall ; yet there may be other things beſides theſe 
whichare fundamenrall alſo, II. Thereare ſome things 
primarily and formally ſundamentall, other things ſecun- 
darily ard by neceſfar conſequence only , likewiſe there 
are ſome. errors primarily and formally overturning the 


foundati6n , others only by neceſfary conſequence : We: 


ſay the Popith religion is guilty of errorsin fundawentalls, 
cheifly concerning the Preiftly office of Chriſt ; and yer 
in terms they hold the Preiſtly office of Chriſt, but with 
all maintaines ſuch. things as by neceſſary conſequence 
overturnsthe {ame we advert. III. That Government 
of Chriſts Church includes many things : As firſt Chrifts 
lawes. II. His erdinances. II]. His Officers. 1V. 
The power committed to them, V. The meaſure ofthe 
ower- VI, The manerand way how that power is ro 
put inexerciſe &c. In a word allthe outward proper 
Goſpel means of Juſtificarion and Sanctification , or the 
means ofthe application of the ſacrifice of Chrifts death > 
of conyerſion, of edification, ſanCification all which 
means Chriſt inftiturs and appoints by yertue of his Kingly 
medlatory power , and ordainesro be execut, admini- 
ftrat and made uſeof inhis appointed way » which mea- 
nes alone he blefſes for his peoples good, and with which 
alone (in ordinary) heconcurrs by his ſpirit. All which 


Prelats 


ate RAINS S ot ver 2 oo anti "_ 


tit be SROANES ev los.tg Ne OO YRS NI IR 4 


w 


Prelats dispoſeon at their pleaſure ; at leaſt the —_ 
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that they uſurp is.a power of diſpoſing upon all theſe 
things , asthey pleaſe: Upon thelawes , by changing and 


adding, makeing the law of God of none effec by their 


traditions; Upon tbe ordinances, by changing of them, and 
putring others intheir place ; Uponthe Officers, by ſetting 
up-newkynds of officers viz ; themſelves and others nor 
of Chriſts'inftirution aud by exautorating and vaſlaling 


the officers of Chriſts own inftirution, and by depriveing 


them of the exerciſe of their power : Upon the power it ſelfe 
by changing the nature of it, uſurping ofir in a mea{ure 
thar Chriſt hes reſervedto himſelfe,. and exerciſed ina 
way notappointed, but forbidden of him, Now takivg 


the Government ofthe Church complexly thus, for the 


power-itſelfe , the ſeverall parts » a&ts, meaſure and 
mannr thereof, rogerher with 1ts ſubje& and obje[which 
it effects and without which it cannot ſo much as beun= 
derftoodir being a relative thing] aud not for any share 
or part thereof ; in a word , take it for all thoſe 
things | purely Ecclefiaftick we mean} that are to be ex- 
erciſed 1n Chrifts Church, underandin a dependance upon 
him, ashead and King thereof; the overturning thereof; 
will be found to be the overturning of fundamentals in 
Chriſtianity , at leaft by conſequence. For why. Thoſe 
who 0verturns {this Government, by conſequence they 
dethrone Chriſt from being King of his viſible Church and 
takes away his Kingly office. vea inthis, by contequence 
atleaſt , rhey make the ſacrifice of his death ineffectual, 
for he hes a Kingly office forrhar purpoſe , thar therby 
the facrifie of his dearh may be wade effectuall ; tor the 
overturning of this Government is the oyertiirning ofall 
the meanes appointed b; his wiſdom? and authority ror 
the making rhat ſaciificeefle& nal, as hos been ſaid: And 
that Pelats docs defa&o over-urn'ali theſethings , inſome 
places is a known truth, and whatever is done among us 
as yer, itisthe ſam+ power thar is eftablished here; peo- 
ples concurring th:1for tothe eftablishing of it [ ve 
they 
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chephead or owne theſe conſequences of not] mult be a 
finfull thing , and thats all which we ſay, and we cott- 
ceive noſound writer will be againft this, 


Inreference to thel I. part of this exception confider 
firft that the thing wherby a Church viſible is formally 


conſtitur (upon the part of the profeſſors we mean ) is. 
the profeſſion of ſubſtantiall fundamental! goſpelltruths , 


Hence it followes , that if either there be ane open deny 
ing of ſuch truths, or a profeſſion of ſuch errors , as by 
conſequence Overturns theſe fundamental! rruths, that 
then and in that caſe that Church leaves off formally ro 
bea Church, eyen as to the esſentials, eſpecially if all 
the profesfores owne and avow alltheſe conſequences, 
otherwiſe not; which thing may hold good in the caſe of 
Church government, as above defcrived, Confider T1, 
that a Church may be very ſound and full in their pro» 
feffion of all Goſpell truths , and yer may be hindered as 
tothe practiſe of ſeyerallof them by ſome extrinſecal ime 
pediment » the want of which practiſe may be their griefe 
and burden , in which caſe , ſuch a Church is not cor- 
rupt > either in effenrialls or accidental!s ,, albeit violently 
murilat ab extrinſeco,I1].It may be the error of Brouniſts & 
Separatiſts thar takeinpgChurchgovernment only for ſome 
part thereof , they withall hold, tar the wanting ofthart 
de fafto did nullifie the Church , bur we are far from ſay- 
ing that , and therfor are nor ſo ſeverly ro beanimacver- 
ted upon, | 


It is excepted IT. Thar the cheife part of Chriſts media- 
cory Kingdomelyeth in governing the inviſible Church 
by ſpiritnall inviſible influences , and that the kolding of 
this isonly a fundamenrall truth and that rherfor the deny- 
Ing of extervall Government and putting anotherin the 
place thereof is not practically a fundamenrall error , 
neither is cooperatIng therwith ane imbraceing practi- 
cally a fundamentall error, nf; I, Chriſt as Kivg and 
head of his Church militant hes many tings committed 

unto 
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- F#0rdinances &c. for feeding and governing his Church » 


F 
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'nd the ſerting up a Government in it for that purpoſe , 
1gis above deſcribed, IT. The ſending ofhisſpirir tor 
{makeing theſe means effetuall, TIT. The ordering of 
ll thingsin a common providence forthe good of the 
jele& : Bur if we will conſider his Goveromentas exer- 
{ciſed under him, 1: does formally conſiſt only in the firſt. 
For why. Astothe IJ, Chriſtexerciſes his power me- 
diatory over things in a common providence, not by 
formal Lawes, officers &c- Neither as oyer perſones, bur 
by diſpoſing of them as things. Neither asto the | I-does 
the ſpirit worke ordinarily , but by the outward weans 
makeing rhem effeCtual: Neither hes the inyifible Church 
8s ſuch , and as contradiſtin& ro the viſible Church, 
either lawes officers, rewards or punishments ; and con- 
| ſequently no Government. And as for theſe influencesof 
7 the ſpirit, they are formally the effects of rhe Govern- 
7 ment viſibleand other ordinances as made effectuall by 
| the operation of the holy ſpiric, or the effects of his ope- 
1.ration upon the hearts of rhe elect in concurrence with 
| the ordinances. I I. We ſay thataGovernment by invi- 
1 fible influences is either unheard of, or elſe yery ttmpro- 
{ per ; for inthat ſenſe the ſtars and planets may be ſaid ta 
avea Govrnement in and over ſublunarie bodies whom 
} they indivif6iblie influence, which alrhough ir goe near the 
1 Scripture phraſe Fob 38 Yer who will deny thar phrafe 
] there ro be improper. ITI. we fear that the holding 
| of a Government by immediart influences shall goe 
! nearer Enthuſiaſme , nor the taxed opinion goes 
; near Brouniſme, You ſee how warry practicall 
| Divines are in conceding that which they call the 
' Immediar teftimony of the ſpirir; in concedingfwhereot , 
' they hold it rather ro be ane act, and effect of pre- 
rogative and ſoveraiznity.nor ofany regular Government, 
I V., As the ourward Governm<cnt of the vilible 
Churchis formally a Government which theſe wwiſible 
| 1:flyences 
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| - TO are not; fo We -canotſee but the one is as th 
fundamental ag the other:for both arc founded upon the. i 
covenant of redemption, by vertue whereof Chriſt the | 
Mediatoris impowered to ſend his Spirit, as well asto þ 
ſertupa government in bis houſe and appoint all the outs 
ward meanes of grace ; albeit we confeſs his working 


with the Father as God by the Spirit does antecede the: fyfi 


Covenant. From rhis it followes firſtthat if there be a- 


ny thing fundamental in Chrifts Kingly Mediatoty Go- | 
yernment ( Which rodeny ſeems hard ) that then ir:does Wy 


moſt formally confif inthe 'ourward Government of the #5 
viſible Church. 11. that the ſubyerting of this externall þ 


Government and putting another inthe placetheroſispra- &h i 
tically a fundamentalerror. III, thatthe cooperating Ic 


therto1s praCticallytheimbraceing of a fundamental er- * 

ror- 1V. chatitisfin, \C 
Tt is excepred [I I. that this Government ſuppones ther 

that if rhe Government cf Chrifts Houſe be fubverr- K 


ed, how pure ſo ever the ordinances and dodrine &yur 


were, we Ccovld not cemmunicat in ſuch a Church 


without being involvedin ; fundamentall error. 


Anſi, thisisfalſe [with leave] for notwithſtanding of | 
any thing that 4s contained in this argument, wemay 


frecly hold that it is very lawful ro communicat with +; 


a Church wherethereis no publick exerciſe of govern- }. 
ment. II. that 'even aThurch which hesa Go. | 
vernm<nt impoſed upon it» which according to princi- I 

les.ofthe impoſers is ſubverſive of the Kingly power & 
of Chriſt (which every corruptionin Government is not) 


yer leaves not off forall thar to be a Church , for ſome |, 


may reiect iraltogether, others who ſubmits untoit may &; 


. diſowne the conſequents of it which natively follow onit, 1... 


either becauſe they labour toput 2 herter conſtruction |: 
upcn it nor it will bear ; who rotwithſtanding fins in ſo | 
far as they cooperat for the eftabliſhng ofthar: Now we | 
may freely communicat with thoſe ofthat Church,whe- | 
ther publikly{or privatly, in ſo far asourcommunicaurg, | 
| is | 


ta ſubmiſſion to that Government , or 2 oradhds 
urrence to theeſtabliſhing of it. _ 

4rg.V TI. Thoſe whoare moſtgroſsly , incorrigibly 

lavowedly ſcandalous, itis nor lawful to hear them 


» Fſubmitruncothem as unto Goſpel Miniſters : But the 
g fiflars and their Curats are ſuch : Therefore itis not 
e {yful to Joyn with them. , ]:prove: the Majors, If 


emoſt finful tora Presbytery ro admitr perſones- ſo 
dalous and obtrud them on people, ther. it muſt be 
tul any way by word or praQtiſe to ſubmitt untorhem; 


E Þ.in the circumſtantiat caſe there is alike reaſon for 
Il th ; but the former is true... For the latter , the, mi- 
- frisclear. For the Prelats and the Curats aregyllty 
- jury in breach of Covenanr, of defacing the Lords 


'orke and perſecuring his people, caſting our the {pir1- 
al Government and officers of Chriſt, and bringing 
hers of mens devyſing into their place- Ina worg, of 
the moſt ſcan Jalous crymes ſpoken to in the former 
wuments, andall this inane fncorrigible and avowed 

er. EE TI VM 
1 Againſt the probation of the Major it is excepted that 
Presbytry may fin in ordaining a perſon to the Miniſtry 
wen 1t connot be a fin in people to hear that perſon 
#ing ordained;even asa miniſter may ſin 1h admitring a 
candalous perion to the Communion , when yerit will 
Jt be ſinful for a people ro communicar wirh him 3 


= K"drhefore it 1s thought a wonder ,- it ſhould: be ſaid , 
T at there is alike reaſonFor both.  Anſe Iris granted 
} mat a presbycry may fin in admitting a Miniſter and a 
© fongregation hear him in very, many caſes withour-ftn ; 
7 his likewiſe granted thata miniſter may ſinfully admitr 
2 Jperſon ro communicat & yet others communicat with 
1 im without fin. But notwithſtanding the major of .the, 
lrgument will appear ſtrong not only in it ſelfe. Bur. 


hat it is not every ſort of ſcandals thar we ſpeak of here, 
> putſuch as are moſt groſsand haicous being direct brea= 
C | ches 


ao ſufficiently confirmed , zf we will but conſider firſt 


© Wi 


'Ches of the TT. and II. commands', groffer then muri 
ther and adultery which are but breaches of the V1Kke 
andV IT.. TIF, thir ſcandalsare both open notorious ob! 
and ayowed. LTH. thir ſcandals are made the qualififyc 
cations of the man in reference to his admiffion , inlh, 
_Read- of theſe qualifications required 'in'the word offffgn 
God: I V- thirfcand4sare the conditions upon whichſþh 
eople muſt accept of him and ſubmirt unto him in rag, 
King ths ordinances off his hands ;* for it is publick 
declared that there is no other capable of aneſoffice in th 


fl 


Church but thoſe whoare ſo indued, V. that hearingyy 
18 hot ſimply hearing, but ſuch a hearing as involvesſſe 
. abmiiſfron ro the ſcandalous man as to our Miniſter , as 
is already proven ; and notonly ſo » but its ſuch a hear-th 
inFasis equivalentto a call; ſeing of its own nature it 
tends to fix him and is a partial fixing of him in that 
place,orat leaſt for makeing him ourMiniſter prohacvice; 
all which is clear: for as the Preſats allow not the Lords fr 
peoplethe liberty ofa call, ſo rhey know they would ſhe; 
.gtvenon? a call who have ſuch qualifications; and they & 
on the contrare being reſolved to have them all ſo þ 
endued whom they ſend forth, rhey force the people by Þ 
external means praCtically ro accepr of them 3 and they H; 
being forced coes that which 15 equivalent to a call. þ, 
All which being conſidered makes the Major ſufficient- &,; 
ly trong. As to what concerns its Confirmation, We 
would further asx firſt whether or not the People hes a &. 
privitedge of ca!ling a Miniſter, as well as a Presbytery þ 
hesa power of {ending him forth-and ordaining him? | 

FI. whether or not a congregation in giving a call to fx 
2 Miniſter ſo qualified with thir {candals did not as much 
ſin as the Presbyrery in orcaining him? IT. wiether þ 
or no 2 Congregation for their honeſty deprived of their 
priviledge of calling by a Presbytery ( quod abſir) ha þ 
ving ſuch a ſcandalous perſon thruſt in upon them 1n tne þ 
eExprets termes abovementioned did not fin in firtins | 
down under ſuch a mans Miniſtry, And whether ery 


ave © 
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ey would be involved in the ſame fin &'guilt,ſeing 
nuryrery hes no Lordly Dominion over them, and 
V lihhey are to rake nothing off their hands by way of 
tOuFobedience. And laſtly we ask if there be any mar- 
Ulf: wonder in any of theſe things, ſurely we ſee none. 
» Inſbeir neither the Major without all limitation will 
.UMonclud , nor yet the parailel between paſtor and 
uchs hold , yet both beeing underſtood, as is above 
[2 Þt> they will prove ſufficiently concludent. If it 
-*YÞThen you (eparar from the ordinances forthe ſins 
rhe wworſhipers,contrare to the doctrine of theſe of 
ing pwn'party. Tres anſwered theſe of our party who 
VES thee oft Zealouſly and accurately againſt ſepaiation 
4s that account , yet grants that when the fins of pa- 
4r- nd peopleare ſuch thar we cannot frequent the or- 
- It ces unleſs we be interpreted to approve of their 
nat $that then and in that caſe it is ſinful for us to joyns. 
ce the fins of Prelars and their Carats are ſuch ; for 


'ds Eire involyed in the very. nature of the office , and 
1d heir way of having 1t , ſo thatwe cannot ſubmitt ro 
cy Ione bur 3pſo fafto we approve the other 2: neither will 
10 WMatio contraria facto, ſolve rhe buſlineſs here , tho 
dy Febe acceſs ro make it. 

© Tis furcher 1nſlanced here 2 when people are deficient 
vn ke exonerarion of themſelves, according to their 


08 in bearing reft:moiny againſt the fins of Paſtor or 
ple, tharfhen indeed rhey may be interpreted ap- 
vers of them : Bur wien they are not deficient in 
tdury , then they c:nnor fall under any ſuch jnter- 


Ely his Soncs,, whoſe wickedneſs did not warrand 
tlewes their withdrawiny from che ordinances 1n 
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ation. - T his:s f:irinur confirmed by the examole | 


tiyme. Anſo. we diſting: iſh tee between fins that 


C2 {ciences 
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ſciences , free us of partakeing ofcheguilt, andhin 
us from being juſtly reputed approvers of ſuch practi, o: 
Howbeit I confeſs the clandeſtine reſtimony will (@ Fe, 
ſely ſuffices for according to Chriſts preſcryved wh, 
| ha meanes proving unſucceſful , wz ſhould atlenk: 
ring the buffineſs to the Judicatory, and leave it thence 
upon the conſciencesof the members ; and if the Hhje 
dicatory be corrupt give a teſtimony againſt baf af 
Bur as to the fins that are involved in the officeor in mM 
way of coming to the office , as isabove expreſſed, the 
teſtimony whatſoever can free the people from being Þy,,; 
{tly reputed approvers of theſe fins andſharers in the, 
if they ſhall take the ordinancesofftheir hands by Vitor 
cue of ane office ſo qualified and come by, As for tþ,., 
of Elies ſops , their fins were perſonal and nor fins {4 
their office ( un leſs it were in the abuſe of it, which is, 
perſonal fault) for they neicherbad ane unlawfulſoffi$G;, 
nor yetj{their office by ane unlawful officer; ſo thatt i 
peoples rakeing ordinances off rlieir bands did neithf; 
approve the one nor the other , And 2lbeit the peox 
be nor expreſsly warranted to forbear ſacrificing þ 
cauſe of their wickedneſs , yer it is likely they d1d i, 
for it is ſaid , men did abhore the offering of the Loff. 
becauſe of their wickeaneſs ; and how they could al, 
horre the offering and ofier at one and the fame rymQ, 
we doe nor well ſee, andif fo, we doe not find tlicfhy, 
reproved for nor offering. 
Upon their grounds we hiv! £2 Argument V I[ * 
If people cannor hear, &c, tis Prozats 20d rhew Cura, 
without approving ipſo f'fo of their groſs (candalor 
fins, their unlawful offices, and the finful and un}: : 
ful way of having their offices , then their hearing mi, 
be ſinful; Butrhe formeris true ; Therefore the lac 
ter, Themajor is undeniable. The minor 1s allo.cleg. 
from what hes beca prelently ſaid; Yer for furth; 
clearing of ir Confid:r firſt, Thar the relation betweg, 
Paſtor and Peoplz i5 fir greater then thit berienn ped " 
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in 
a ong themſelyes 3 for it 1s not only a capbragdt] 
1. buralſo arelation in the dire line; whereas 
{cr is only in the collateral ; we muſt looke upon 
-DRiſter as ſtanding between the Lord and us when 
lenſes ordinances ; but we are not tolooke ſo up- 
© Tple > when they pertake of ordinances and join in 
bh with us. Conſider 11, Thar the thing that 
nem in thar relation and formally (to ſpeak ſo) 
» Sthem in berween the, Lord and us is nothing per- 
B Þ but meerly their office, all the concernmenrs of 
"I, both as to the eſſentials and adherent proper ad- 
 YItotourand known, and thoſe whether corrup- 
" UE qualificing, we muſt eye, as it were, and 
S Fthorow towards God in takeing ordinances of 
-) nds 3 which prattiſe ſeems to carrie in the bo= 
"I it ane approbation of all thoſe things, ſeeing 
it idinances comes, as it were thorow the office {0 
-IUS3. Bur then ITI. Seeing they either have ane un- 
"PBoffice, as Prelats; or holds it of thisunlawful of- 
po and hes ir from him in ane unlawful way ; and 
7 their. officers ace thruſt in, & intrude themſelves 
F "i: and we are commanded to ſubmit unto them 
"Ie the ordinances off their hands , after that man= 
- Kunder rhar notion » and as qualified with all the 
uy lqualifications aboveexpreiled : and ſeeing the 
7 7FPhuch we formally obey (as hes been ſhewed ; 
Ws to the fixing of cthemin rheir places , there- 


£ 


2 nuſt involve a practical approbation of all thoſe 
TY . IV. Many Miniſters adinitted before the Year 


choyſes rather to ſuffer themſelves robe thruft 
- [4c exerciſe of their miniſtry nor that they ſhould 
cie$Synod with the Prelat , the reaſon whereof can 
ol tthis, becauſe their fitting in Synod with them 
_. Minyolve ane approbation of Prelacy, ſeeing there 
wed: « APPrODalion” Sg en 
\» Mong but ſitting required of them: therefor peoples 
*  Mordinances off the hands ofthe Prelars and their 
muſt inyolve ane approbarion of Prelacy and/all 


Utul adjunGts of it. 
C3 Objs 


| 


-” Ohje@. If it be aid that the Synod is nothing bf 
Cypher Synod in which they fitt to rake orders 
them, ' Anſw. That I grant : buryer according to F\;. 
grounds there 1s there ane ordinance of God as t&; 
eſſentials. Viz- In the Prelat a Presbyrer with an WG 
tended power of Juriſdiction.» between which an& 
Prelacy you may make a mental prescifion, juſt a 
tween that and rhe power of preaching you may, 
ſcind in hearing & c. but agyour practiſe in fittings 
wes no {uch pre-ition., bur neceſtarily involves ani; 
probation of the whole, ſo the peoples pratiſe in 
ing knowesit aSlittle ,. and ſo involvesane approbF; 
of.the whole 3 and asa teſtimony cannot ſolve the, 
ficeis in the matrer of ſitting , far leſs can it doe iff}: 
mart:cr of heartig , for why. Your ficting [asPÞ} 
tilts lay] is not meerly-co receiveorders, butro | 
in acts ofdiſciplin and government; whereas the p' 
which the Curars hes ro diſpenſe ordinances is ſq 
derived from the Prelar. op 
Argum, 1 X. The guilt of perjury 1s a dreadfully;: 
But the hearingof the Prelats and their Curars , as. 
ſaid inferrs the guilt of perjury. And thereforg!; 
dreadfull fin. - The major needs no proofe. They 7 
I prove thus .The dotvg_ of any thing that does t| 
COncutrr to the making of Prelacy. take root in. 
Church does inferr pexjury- The: major is clear fro 
Solemn League and. Covenant Article I I. whe 
{wear to endeayour in our. places and ſtactons to ext 
prelacy , thertor the doing of any thing to make 1g . 
roor mult (fp reall perjury. The like alſo may bey 
cluded from I. Article The major 1s made fo cleary - 
gum.T. Thar there isnodenying of it; for why- 1 
'Tequireno moreof us in our places and callings forf 
eſtabliſhment but hearing &c, And it 1s further 
derable, tharthitherto it hes been looked upon am 
. usasa ſufficient jnore of profeſſion ofſuch a faitly 
-{uchaway, to frequentall the ord12ances as called t 


þ ſometymes unwillingly , andis ſuficientamong a't 
eſe wo require not anc explicite Chuich Covenant 


np ) 
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aiteems yery clear, that themeer frequenting of rhe 
fainances pretended to bein ther hands 1s like rhe lay- 


mn. Þ article V I. albcit, all Gould iplge Hom us, yet We 


tingÞ< pcverto ſuffer our ſelves to be divided from our duty 


« in $92 > burſhouldall the dayes of our lite , zealouſlyand. 
YrobÞPnitantly conrinue therein &e. | rn ae 
the] Argum. X.: That which 1scontratre tOAa Solemn pro-' 
oe ;Fte made before Godin the congregation of his people 
[as wiquivalent ro ane oath. muſt be ſinfull and unlawfull. 
va But the ſubmittingunto the Prelats and their Curats it 
maner forſaid is ſuch. Therefore unlawful. The major 
5 {000E will deny, if upon the maner it belawful, which is 
avpponed, The moor is clear from the practiſe of our 
fq113 Church > where a miniſter is admitred , one of the Pa- 
a54/ilh in name of the reſt ſtands forth in the midſt,and there 
or molt ſolemnly promiſes ſubmiſſion to hirn in the Lord , 
keg #dherence roſhim. and all due incouragementr, all the reſt 
54 preſent andgiyſng a tacite conſent. Now the ſubmitt- 
ind ifgtoa Curar;, tho but in praiſe 3. when the other 1s 
og thruſt out for his faithfulneſs art lealt in the. circumſtan- 
1crf far caſe , wherein the publik intent of hearing him &c. 
ex involvesin ita hew relationtothe Curart, and ſo tends 
- ig to.the breaking of tharrelation ro him whoistruly their 
5 miniſter ir muſt be quite contraire to tha: promiſe, eſpe- 


24 ally ſeing the promile ſtands binding ſo long as he lives, - 


'oris not looled from that power that put him there, 
rj neither does itavaill ro ſay,he is now out, and yow can- 
.& nothelp ir,why his our thruſting is neither your fault nor 
ng his, thoborh your affliction, and violent out thruſting 
hy can nether looſe the relation betwixt yow and tim , nor. 
1t abſolye yow from your promiſe. It js con efi<d that 

YZ G 4  violeor 


ah che independants , {0 that their imo ſhifting of it, | 


pot dung tothe root ofatree,, and certainly wirtout 
bis dung ; they would never take rootin this Church 7” 
nd it. wovld be further remembered”, thar according: 


es an rectly or indirectly , by wnatlſoever terrour or perſwa- 


Po | 4 

Tat throftingthim out and driving him away , does 17 xt 
Interrupt the exerciſe of his miniſtry in thar congrega. them 
tion , and makes his not preaching to them and their nor "yea it 
hearing of him inculpable for the ryme, asalſo does nor Lind tl 
hinder them to take any of the ordinances off the hand #;re nc 
of another honeſt man, ſeing thar praftiſe is no way of *Joea 
the ſame importment with rhe other. Ir may poſſibly Jthem 
begranted alſo , that when the grounds of thruſting out {yill | 
is ſomewhat inthe perſon and not in the cauſe, and when here 
the congregation can haveanother honeſt man upon the I} 
ſame terms they had him, when the Judicatory either #1 
formally does looſe him, or may be ſupponed interpre- 8] 
ratively to do? it, that then the congrey .ion is free $ 
from their former 1ngadgement ; Bur whea the grounds |\{ 
of out thruſting are yot ſo much ſomewhar the perſon, - ] 
as ſomewhat inthe common cauſe., and when the con= 
gregation can have none 1n his place, bur ane oppoſit 
wolfe, and when it cannot be ſo much as rationally ſup- 
poned the Eccleſiaſtick Judicatorie which put bim1n 
would have conſented to his thruſting out, then certainly 
in this caſe the argument does ſtrongly hold. _ This argu- 
ment I confeſs does not reach all congregations., yet 
will not want its oun weight with theſe whom it- con+ 
cerns. The former arguments prove it unlawfull to 
ſubmitt to the Prelars and Curats although they had 
eſſentials 'of a Goſpel officein the Church. This fol- ? 
lowing argument makes againſt rhe yery being of their *%p 
office and (o ſtrikes at the root : But becauſe poflibly ir if 
will notreliſh even with ſome of theſe who are nor pra= !y 
Rically ,we ſhall therefore only prove it & preſs iras we {|} 
can ſubmitting it to the Judgment of the ſober and Ju- {, 
dicious- 2 


Argum. XI. Theſe who want the very eſſence, being 1 


and reality of ane office appointed by Chriſt in his houſe, ! 
for the convertion, ſalvation and edificarion of his peo= |} 
ple, off their hands the people of the Lord are nottro |} 
take the ordinances of Chriſt , neither arerhey to dos ! 


| 


; | 47 
$ 19 thing that may be interprered-a ſubmiſſion unto 
"themin the Lord, as unto the meſſengers of Chriſt , 
t Cjea it is finful and unlawful ſo todoe; But the Prelats 
t Lind their Curatsare ſuch. Therfor the Lords people 


A 


1 ®xenotto take the ordinancesoff their hands , nor may 


f *doe any thing that may be interpreted aſubmiſlion unto 
7 Jthem &c, without a bainous fin. The major none 
t gol devay , but Socinians and others the groffett of 
*hereticks and (eRtaries , andis clear from Rom. Io1 x5. 
How ſball they preach except they be ſent, thatis 1im- | 
#rofſible ( ſpeaking de Jure) would the Apoſtle ſay , ſo 
ſkewike Matth. 28: 19. John 20: 21: So that we need 
nor inſiſt upon ir., for thote who have not Chriſts mis- 
{lon or Commiſſion, or have had it, hes 1t recalled, , 
\ Ie not to be looked upon as officers in the houſe-of 
Chriſt : Neither can there be ane exception here dras 
I yen from our praiſe in hearing probationers or expe- 
* (ants, for they only exerciſe their gift in preaching , 
{being licenſed ſo to doe by the Presbyterie. 1 he minor 15 
"that which will be ſtuck at by many, & yet we ſhall eflay 
-10.make it out, and to begin with the Prelats , we fay, 
[they want the very efſence ofa goſpell Church officers 
authoriſed toteach , baptiſe &c for if they have 1t, they 
{muſt either have ir asPrelats, or as as they are Presbyters 
Jor. miniſters, notas Prelars , for the office: of Prelat is 
” nor of Chtiſts.inſtiturion or permiſſion , as was preſup» 
q ofed ,. neither have they itas Presbyters-: for it. they 
| os eſſentials of this power as Presbyters , then they: 
| muft either be virtually Presbyters, or formally ſo, but 
{Presbyters virtually they are not, for aneantichriſtian, 
' office in the Church cannotvirrually contain 1n ita Chrt- 
2 pon Goſpell office of Chriſts inſtitution , Prelats and 
S resbyters are{not{ubalternat ( as Prelatifts would have 
> #them) bur meer-oppoſits , like heat and cold ; bur 
' {cold ts not virtually heat » neither is heat virtually cold- 
|  +neſs ; Neither isa Prelat formally a Presbyter fiſt be- 
' {cauſe correlatives with a muruall 1eſpect to one another 
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 , arenor: conſiſtent in'one and the ſhme ſubje&; beins © 
"—_ » aSis knowen, a man-cannot be both a fathe? | 
an 


ndaſon with areſpect had tothe ſelfe ſame perſon ; 
but according 'to the Prelats principle , Prelars and 
Presbyters are correlatives ; for a preiacy as ſuch is ro 
them a Lordſhip and Dominion over the office of 4 
Presbyrer oraPresbyter as ſuch ; for Presbyrers they 
fay, arenothing bur their ſervanrs and underlings , 'yea 
very fubſtiturs, which abſurdity, their laſt & greatChame 


pionDotctorHamond is forced ro runinto,from whence 1: 


it followes that a Prelat is not formally a Presbyter, no 
not ſo mucivas to the eſſentials of the office, ſeing he can« 
notbe both ſuperior and inferiorto -himſ-ife, a Lord 
to himſelfe & a vaſlal to himſelfe: This argument fands 
good in the principles of Prelats ; and we thinke Pres- 
byrerians- Should yeild them n9 more then their own 
PI will bear, 1. Whe prove the minor thus : 
Thoſe who are not to be looked upon as Chriſtiansor 


Brethren , but areto be looked upon as heathens and © 


publicans ,. their Goſpel call--\hoc'ipſo } * periſhes , 
-alchough rhey had- ir before 5 Bir! the Prelats are not 
. -to be looked upon as Chriſtians and Brethren, bur are 
tobe efteemed as publicans and hearhens and therefor 
wants the eſſence of Goſpe}l Church officers. The 
minor of this'{1 prove firſt Becauſe the Prelars are 
Luiltie of horrid {candalous fins as-is clearly holden 
forth in the grounds of the forgoing arguments : and 
when they are told of theſe 1n privar by Chriſtian peo- 
ple, they doe ſpurn at 1t and menaces, and leaft they 
ſhould bedelated to the Church , and the Church upon 


their obſtinacy - ſhould proceed. a formal caſting of 


them out » they have overturned all the Church Judica= 
tories Now whether he that ſimply refuſes to hear the 
Church , or he who nor only difdains ro hear the 
Church , but violently overturns 1t, deſerves not to 
be eſteemed as a heathen and publican, let any 'man 
Tudge. Moreoverthe moſtof ourPrelats did eitherat their 


admiffion to the Miniſtry , or fince ſolemnly hepoes 
Go 
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God declaretheir approbation not only of the doctrine 
and worſhip, burtalſo of the maner and di'ciplime and 


Government of this Church with all the a&ts and conſti- 


tur1ons of the Judicatories thereof, together with their 
ſubmiſſion therro.3 in which it 1s determined that who. 


ſoever takes upon him-the. office of a Prelar deſcryes 
immediat excommunication 3 ſeingth-n they have aps 
proven their own excommunicacion , ſhould nor we 
looke upon them as excommunicated 3 eſpecially ſeing | 


their ſcancals are moſt groſs and moſt notorious , and 
ſeing (becauſe of their uſurping power } there 1s no 


- formal acceſs unto them. The minor we' prove I TI, 


thus : Thoſe who falls from that {lation and office 
which they had in the viſible Church and Kingdome of 
Chriſt, and gersa ſtation or office in the Kingdome .of 
Saran or Antichriſt, hes loſt the very eflentialls of a 
Goſpel Church officer : But the Prelats are ſuch, the 
Tiſing is their falling out of the firmarteft of Chriſts vie 
ible Kingdome , and now they are become at beſt , bur 
.Comerstn"Satans Kingdome of darkneſs ,- they are no 
tongerſtarsin Chriſts right hand ; Therefore they have 
not ſo much asrhe effence ofa Goſpel Church officer, 

The minor of this well appear if we conſider firlt that the 
officers of the houſe of God of Chriſts inſtitution are by 
him ſetr-in the Church x Cor. 113 2$- are ftarrs 1t 
Chriſts right hand Revel. x. in which. booke the Chf1- 

ſtian Church is oftentymes compared to a world, inthe 

firmament of which ; for the inlightening and Govern- 


ment theirof Goſpel officers are ſett. Conſider I: char 


Revel. 9: I. there isa ſtar falls from heaven, that 1s, 
out of the viſible Kingdome of Chriſt , it falls fiom hea- 


. ven toearth , that is, from the ftation and office he bare 


in the vifible Kingdome of Chriſt , untoa new office 1n 


Satans Anrichriſtian Kingdome, For why * He gets 


the keye of the bottom - leſs pit [ which is ſpoken 1n op- 
poſition to the keyes of rhe Kingdome of heaven given 
unto thoſe whom God hesſetr in his Church: Now let 

*, | any 
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"any. man Judge if theſe keyes be conſiſtent together,, 
eſpecially conſidering that when he gerrs this new keye , 
| Hefalls> as isfaid3 it is rrue indeed thatby that falling 


ſtar 1s rincipally meant the Pope , but others are to be - -- 0} 
underſtoodallo, as firſt Popiſh Prelats,' for their office [6 
differs not in kynd fromthe Popes their profeſſed head Is 


and Maſter, IT. OurPrelars; for albeit they doe not a 
ayow him to be their head , and profeſs a diſtance from q.. -£ 
Him in ſome points of doQrine, yer their office, Go- a. 
yernment and diſcipline is the ſame to ane hairsbreadth * | 
with thar of Popery ; that ſame political worldly 0- | | 
vernment and Antichriſtian Kingdome , unto. which 
they have changed the Spiritual Goyernment of Chriſt , 6-2 
_ as was ſhewed before. Now from whart hes been aid , | 

it will be eafte to make it our that the Curats or Prelats 

Miniſters wants the very effenrtials of a Miniſter of 

Chriſt, and ſoare upon no terms to be acknowledged 

as his Miniſters, whichis thel I. part of the minor of 
thelargument; for doing whereof we would ſever theſe 

things which are neceſſary ro the being of a Miniſter , 

from theſe which are neceſſary by divine precept or 

to the new being of it. Thoſe which are neceflarily by di- 

vinine precept, arethe call of the people. holinſs inward 

& outward & literature; which'thing cannor be wanting 

horrid fin and extream haſard. As for the two » The 

Curars hes them not. As for the 3. We hear not thar 

there 1s much of ir atnongſt the greateſt parr of them, 

houever we conld with they had more of it and grace 

to uſe it alſo; Theſe which are neceſlary to the very 

being of a Goſpel miniſtry , without which it is a very 

nullity, are gifts and miſſion or ordination: As for gifts 

( of which few,of the Curars are guilty inany tolerable 

meaſure ) although a man cannot be a Miniſter with= 

our them , yet a man may have themand not be a Mi- 

niſter. The only thing then to be inſiſted onis miſſion 

and ordination: Miſſion afd ordination in the effence 

of it , abſtracted from the Goſpel rite of impoſition of 


hands 
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hands and other circtmſtances, is nothing elſe , bra 
miniſterial authoritative declaration of ſuch a perſon to 
be a Miniſter of Chriſt, he upon exact trial being found 
fitted and qualified and ſent of Chriſt as far as is diſcers- 
rableby man. Now who hes this miniſterial authori- 
tative power? Notthe Lord Prelat, not only becauſe he 
isa Lord, but alſo becauſe he hes no Church power,as is 
above ſhewed.For why This power isa part of the keyes 
of the Kingdome of Heaven, which are nor given to the 
Prelat , he may, I confeſs, make open doores, and let 
them in upon the viſible Church toexerciſe whar gifts 
he hes, and does as hepleaſes, bur it is by apick lock 
by rhe keye of the bottom - leſs pit; and this opening of 
the door per fas &5 nephas can never give toanyman the au- 
thority requiſit ro make him a Miniſter of Jeſus Chrift'; 
ſo that rhe Curats miniſtry is a plain nullity , and con- 
ſcquently he 1s not to be acknowledged by the Lords 
People; This as it ſtrikes moſt diretly againſt thioſe 
who hes their ordination from Prelars, ſoit hes its own 
weight alſo againſt others of them ; eſpecially if we add 
thoſ: things that are drought to prove the nullity of the 
power of the Prelat 1n whoſe hands they have refigned 
up their former power, and fo hes fallen from their 
former tations. Againſt the probation of the firſt part 
of the manor of chis Argument, | | 
Ir is Exepred firlt ; "Thar the office ofa Prelat, info 
faras it is&ccl:{raſtick | for they have civil power con- 
ferred on them and honour | 1s looked upon by ſome as 
the power of a Presbyrer extended 1n' the exerciſe 
thereof 3 and ſo nor differing in kynd iromj the office 
of 2 Presbyterz and if fo, zt were hard ro fay, that 
becaule Prelars nivurp that extended power ar their 
own hind wiri the allowance of the Magiſtrar , that 
th&1efore .ipſos fatto they ceaſe ro be Presbyrters, 
Anfw. fict ; in i6e þ:;mnnin? of this disconrle we 
heid forch the otic: of a Frelat ro be effentially 
diftin&t from that of a Prezbyrer , to theaubringing 


of 


of, which there/is-nothing here brouzht but a bare 


aſſertion ., and ſcarſely that.”', 11. This power of 


theirs hes muchin ic of ſfubjeive intention , as it bes 
of objective extenſion; for ir ingroſſes in it the power 
of many Presbyters. III. Extend a Miniſters power 
neyer {o far, and widen hispariſh never ſomuch ; yer 
- this never gives him a power or Lordſhip over other 
Miniſters(which a Prelat claimes by vertue of his power 
Ecclefiaſtick , and not by vertue of the annexed ba= 
ronnie or civil honour conferred on him by the Magi- 
ſtrar}) nor makes them vaſſals and ſlaves , or ar leaſt ſo 
- many cyphersz much leſs gives it him a power touſurp 
'thatin Eccleſtaſticks which Chriſt hes reſerved to him- 
ſelfe , andthes: committed to no Charch officer what- 
ſoever, which that our Prelats does , neither will the 
Magiftrats allowance help the buſlineſs here, ſo thar 
this aflertion 1s 1mpertinent, III. iris cafie for us to 
deceive our ſelves by imagining them to be ſome other 
thing then they are or will grant themſelves to be ; bur 
that will never {olye the buflineſs » nor ſatisfie the CUne 
ſcience. - | IF ke ON 
Ic is Excepted IT: Thatgranting the office of a Pre- 
lat were deiicient in kynd from that of a Presbyter , 
and ſo nor of Chriſts inſtirurion , for which cauſe it is 
faid to be antichriftians yer the aſſuming thereof being 
a Creater power then Chriſt hesallowed in his Churc!:, 
cannot make their lawful power 2$a Presbyter ceale , 
untill by rhe Church they bedepoſed from Presbyte:s , 
for their uſurpation & aſſuming the other unlawii'! v0- 
wer.ſo tit ar leaſt whareyer they doe which otter £7es- 
byrers by vertue oftheir office might doc ſtands vain 
beirg done. An{w.we ſaythar this office of cheirs 1s pur2!y 


. 


2ntichriltian 5 of that {ame nature for kind and qualic y 


with that of the pope ; hereby he is formally conſti= 
reed Antichriſt; an if thy nothwithtaoding of this 
continue Presbytergs , by that ſame togick rhe pop® 
continuesaP xeSbyter yet, andio ans and the ſame man 


hes . 


; of 
\hes the keyes of the Kingdome of heaven hanging atthe 
"one fide of his belt, and rhe keyesof rhe bottom=leſs 
pit at, the other fide , and that ſtar whichis falling 
Revel 9: ve I, Is not fully fallen as yer. 

; Ir is Exceptd ITT. That that oppoſition between 
| Prelatand Presbyter ., as between heat and cold, is nor 
iſo apparent , the Prelats not being antichriſtian, ina 


C 
. 
w 


Ld 


: proper ſenſe; for Antichriſt diſclaimes them , and they 
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im : Ir would rather appear that what oppoſition is 
berween them , isthe ſame that 1s between other or- 
dinancesas inftituted by Chriſt , and the inventions of 
men ſuperadded therto ., calledalſo antichriſtian , be- 
auſe beſide Chriſts inſtitution, or becauſe of Antichriſts 
Iinvention ; there is therfor no more reaſon that their 
aſiaming of that power , ſhould make them ceaſe tobe 
| Presbyters nor there is that the ſuperadding of the fign 
{of the croſs, ſhould make baptiſme ceaſe to be baptiſme. 
|Azſi. Albeit rhe Prelats be nor the great Antichriſt, yer 
!they are limbs of him 3 and albeit they diſclaimejhim in 
"word, yettheir office and praGtife ownes him ; and we. 
* fear their hearts to03 the bairns fathers themſelyes: the 
* < * 4 
{oppoſition therefore ſeemsto berthat which we aſſert , 
|becauſeithe one of theſe powers1s inconſiſtent with the 
Z other , as hes been ſaid and proven; which probarion 
this probable affertion does not make invalid. Any 

further anſwer requiſit here will be given in anſwering 
| the m:in'objetion againſt this argument. - 

. TrisexceptedT V. that their berng groſly ſcandalous 
- makes not their office tocauſe » nor doth anul their as 

3 Presbvyters, 25 ve may ſeeinthe examples of Hophni 

and Phin- lac. 470, it 1s not only the pgrofsneſs of 
| their ſcancals we ok of, butthe nature ofthem alſo; 

Ithey beins in their own nature everſive of, and incom- 
* patio with ine $/\iritu2} Kingdome of Chriſt , the 

like whereFf cannot be (14 of rhole of Elites Sones; as 
| ts before ko:den forth, 


0nd © 
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Exception V. Prelats being firſt made Miniſters ; {i 


as is ſupponed, no act of their own with out the ſenrence 
of the Church interveening can exautorare them, unleſs 
it were ſuchaneaCt as did unchriſtian them viz total A- 
_ poſtacie from-Chriſtian Religion, ſuch as Prelacie is 
not 3 evenasno att committed by a Church member 
can unchurch him without totall Apoſtacy , except we 
fall in with the Papiſts and Prelats, and maintaine ex- 
communication ipſsfaFo , which is condemned. by our 
Orthodox diyines (for which we are bidden ſee Didocl; 
page 399. ) and the reaſon ſeems to be, þetauſe as the 
admiflion , ſo the degradation of Miniſters is ane autho- 
ritativea&t of a Judicatory, Anf. I. it is true indeed 
that in a conſtitut Church ſtanding unbroken , asther 
can be no admifſion without a Judicial ſentence , ſo 
there can be no degradation either; but then, asin ſome 
caſes * a man may bea miniſter withour any ſuch ſen- 
teiice | as ſonnd divines hold ] why may there not be a 
. caſe alſo in which they may be eFautorate withour any 
ſuch ſentence: and whether or not this preſent caſe be 
ſucha caſe is humbly propoſed to your Judgement. 
Anſw. 11. In a Church ſtanding and unbroken we 
hold againſt the Papiſts and Prelats that there can be no 
excommunication , 1pſo fatto, or withour a Judicial 
ſentence 3 but whether or notthat or the equiyalent of 
3t in a broken condition of the Church , paxricularly in 
the preſent circumſtanriat caſe thar is propoſedxo yowto 
Judge of , neither willthis fall in with the opinion of 
Papiſt and Prelatszfor they hold cxcommunication ipſo 
facto, in ſeveral caſes ina conſtiturand broken Church, 
asfis to be ſeen in Didocl.in the foreciredplace. Anſw.I1. 
there is a great difterence here betweena Church mems» 
ber and a Church officer , betwixt one Church officer 
& moe, betweenChurch officerswho purpoſedly breakes 
the Judicatorie and others. Anfio.IV. Thoſe called Gen- 
tilesRevel.1i;2-wereChriſttans before & profelled Chri- 
ſianity at the very tyme related rothere;and fo were not 
| £5 
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{totall Apoſtats ; bur who I priy did REAP. 


als 


;them, orby whatſentence? And r6 ſay that they wete 
: Genriles Jure, and Chriftians fatto, will ſcarſely agree 
(with the ſeries of theſe Prophecies, or with whirPro- 
'teſtant Divines writes' concermng the mixture bf the 
'Ramiſh Church, pear Dara 
{Exception VI: Ob eF. Two officers oppoſit and ink 
*confiſtent can notbe in one and theſsmeperſon;, if ſobe 


;borth_of them beall officers ,' and rhe oric'of them hora - 


y aullity nferoDez, as ths office of Prelat is, -2nd*rherew 
\fore a Presbyter hts pretendirg'to 1t, canrot enervate 
lp: office of Presbyrer , which he hath'fare Divino. 14l3 
Inn entis nulla ſunt accidentia, Anſiw. The Prelats which 
vere Presbyters betore does not only pretend to rhe 
loffice of Prelacy , but al{o does aually and really uſurp 
It, and exerceit. Secondly, Anc'office may fave all 
{that is phyſical or meraphyſical in ane office , albeir it 
*vant that whichis of divine inftiturion >: and 2I-moral 
"*roodneſs , and'{o1t may be ens and have tt accidentia' 28 
h really 'hesit aCts, albeit the validiry pf theſe afts be 


"queſtioned. - by | 

Exception VII. ObeF:. Tt will foll»w from this Ars 
-pment; tharno ordinance whether of Bapriſme or ors 
4lination could be conveyed ro us by the RomiſhChurch, 
:contra-e to our Proteſtant:divines. Anſw. There ts no- 
thing here Contrare tq the Proteſtant doftrine; tot 
-Proteſtantshold that before the beginning of theRefor= 
"mation, thoſe within the Romiſh Church were nor all 
Alike many did not owne that Romiſh harlot ; many 
:\whoſome way did owne her , did not owne her abomi- 
"nationes ; ſome who did owne ſome of th-m , wee far 
from'owning all the conſequences which now are clea# 
zred ro follow upon them; and none, will deny but 
{that rhe Church of Rome 1s another thing now  norit 
!was before Luther began the Reformation; the Lords 
People being now come out of her, and thote within 
)ter now being made —— owng' ber abomina=» 
J tions; 
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: 1100s: but more-of this anone, .much more, might he | 
added hereanent the validity of the call of our BA Re. i 
Jormers , Which we may notinfilt. upon. RE 


.... Obje8. Againſt theprobation of the ſecond part ofthe | 


A tp oh a | 
Mr , .it.is excepted : That although ir may begran- #, 
tedthat ordination by the {ole authority of a Prelar or | 
Haining, cannot be lawful ordination; -yetthat whichis | 
by.Prelarand Presbyters is lawful, atleſt being done sa {1 
. #alid erdinatiop,E{uch are che oxdigationsthat are now. | 
Anſ; We deny that the ordination nou are by Presbyters | 
. Iith.the Prelats firit from matter of fact, becauſe ſome- | 
$ime the Prelar.impoſes hands himſelFalone.. Secong- 
ly. , Becauſerh? officeof theſe who at any time they aq. 
| ant to 1mpole, hands with.them is ready proven null, 
| Thirdly, Becauſe impoſitionof hands { in which only 
= they concur)is qnly anc adjunR ofordinationg8& belongs | 
got to: the eſſence. of it. - Fourthly becauſe the Prelar | 

Flaimes unto himſelfe the whole power andamthority of 
ardaning,, 25 may be ſeen in the edifs, albeit theie | 

wereno other, raevidence.it, and therefore thoſe admit- | 
ted by the Prelarto impoſe hands with him , are but ſo | 
mavy.cyphery,, having no powereyther of trial, voiging 

or piling the ſentence," wherein [ibeing pronounced 
| publickly] che commiſſion doth conſaft. es: | 
| -; Againſt the whole of XI., Argument -1t may be objett- | 
| ed thus.: That if thePreJats and Curars want every | 
eſſentialsof. aGoſpel office.n.Church, then it will fol- ! 
Jow firſt chat all their aRts are invalid » and conſequently | 


. . 


to: be done. over again,, IT. This will unchurch chis e 
| preſent Church, II: Tr will follow that not only.the | 
| Churches in thoſe naxiones. under the Prelats were no 
'Churches, butalſo that the Church of Rome before our 
ſeparation fromir, was no Church; all which are ab- 
ſurd, and therefore the premifſes from which they flow 
mult needs be abſurdalſo.. dnfw. Firſt ,. That which 
is.conſtitutive of the viſible Church emitative,: being | 
the. profeffign of Scripture truths,, which alſo is 46-00: f 
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be } bjeffoacks note thereof , the want of true Goſpel o: 
Icers ( whom our preſent Church wants not , albeirthe 
. } externa] liberry of the exerciſe of their gifts and: offices 
the | bertaken from them) or the intruſion oftheſe who want 
an- | the very eſſentials, can never deſtroy the preſent Chutch 
r= {| amongſt us; .ſo long as they hold to that profeſſion. 
11s | 17. The Church of Rome before our ſeparation from it 
SA | had alwayes ſome init, both Officers and People who 
W. j never did receive the marks: of the Beaſt, his name or 
rs | the number of his name; the like we ſay of the Churches 
e- | of theſe Lands in the tyme of the:former Prelats;: in 
which there were a number alwayes proteſting againſt 
d- | that antichriffiay Tyranny , who at lengrh prevailed ſo 
I, | far as topert'it: wholly caſt off and ſolemnly ingadged as 
ly | gainſt. TIE. The beſt way of ſhunning theſe abſurdi-' 
85S J ties in fo far as they follow, is not to acknowledge 
lat | theſe pretended Church Officers, nor-to take ordinances 
of ' off their hands , it will notbe- neceſſary to reiteraragy 
IC | of theiratts .: But IV. Forafull and more clear anſs 
# wer towhar'is objeQed here confider firſt : Thartas it 
lo | is" &fficult to find out wherein the eſſence of a morall 
ng 4 enrity or being doth confi; And the reaſon is, be: 
ed I cauſe each” of theſe'are made up of ſeveral phvfical or 
natural things and ations coexiſtent together and in: a 
}, relation ro one another , the adding or derrating 'one 
TY 7 of which may ſometimes overturn the very eflence of 
)- | ſuch a mor?Il entity, and ſometimes rot; and of this 
ly | fort areall rheſt things here 1n queltion, 
11s ; Conſtder H:. Thar it will be a!] one here ro- inquire 
be } wharis effentialintheſethings, and ro incuire- whar is 
10 ? valid in law, or in the outward court of the © hurch 
ur 7 foras in deeds of law, the adding or omirring of ſome 
b- | things-willonly make that a {ault, but;will not make the 
! 


| deedinvalid , other things age1e , the adding or onnt's 
ting of them will make the ac or deed altog*her invae 
/ lid, even fo will it be with the thiogs here in cn<ſtien? 
© } Forin the miniſtracion of Baptiiine for example ,* rh*iE 
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may be ſomethings the adding or wanting wheteof will 
make the aCtion ſinful only 3 other things there may 
Þe that will make it nor only ſinful , but alſoaltoge- 
ther invalid, Conſider thirdly , That albeit all the 
ats and ordinances adminiſtrated by the Prelats and 
Curats are alike queſtionable here, as to their validi= 
. tie; yer peoples mynds uſes not tobeſomuch perplex- 
ed about theſe aQts which ought and may. be reiterat= 
ed. - Weſhall therefore only ſpeak to theſe which may 
_ Notbe reiterated, & theſe are only ordination and Bap- 
tiſme... Bur before we come to ſpeak tothe validity of 
for giving lightunto them we will ſpeaka word con- 
cerning the reality of aChurch entitive and Organzcal.Con- 
cerning which { {upponing that the proteſlion of goſpel 
truths according as they are revealed in Scripture, is 
that which is formally conſtitutive of a viſible Church 
entitive ) Conſider IV, Thata vifible Church entitive 
may bein a fourfold caſe and condition. Foft we may 
looke on itas profeſling and owningall goſpell truths 
and no other, the whole Covenant of grace as holden 
forth in Scripture, and walking in practife and in ſome 
meaſurethereunto z and. this 1s not only a true Church, 
 Þutalſoa pure Church. HI, We may looke on a Church 
as wholly apoſtatiſed, and fallen from the profeſſion 
of theſe truths , even the moſt ſubſtantiall of them 3 


which 1s the caſe notonly of Churches that may rurn | 


heathen or Mahbumetan , butalſo of the Church of the 
Jewesat this dayz who, as they reje@ the whole new 
Teſtament, ſo albeit they profeſs the DoQtrine of the old 
Teſtament , yet they hold it only according to the 
Letter therof ; and not according to the mynd of rhe 
Spirit of God; and of this ſtamp we apprehend many 
inthe popiſh Church this day will be found ; and ſucha 
Church as this is, is neither apure nora true Church. 
IH. We may conſider a Church as holding all the moſt 
ſubſtantiall truths of Chriſtianity , and preſerving of 


them pure, but with all erring ig ſome things leſsſub= 
- | ſtantial 
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fantial or more circumſtantial ;; and ſuch a Church [fd 


this is , thoughatrue Church, yet isnota pure Church . 


IV. we may conſidera Church as holdingall the traths 
of God revealed in Scripture , as to the Letter of 
them , and yer perverting all, or moſt, even tothe 
ſubſtantials*'of them, and rhat by alterations , additi- 


' ons, falſe gloſſes and the like ; and of this ſtamp was 

the Church of Rome when we didjſeparat from it , for 
1 albeitthey kept ſome of the fundamentals pure, ſuch as 
! the DoR11ne of the Trinity ; yer the body of the Chri- 


ſtian DoQrine for the moſt part ( and that even in fun-' 


5 damentals , which comes neareſt the heart of Chriſtia- 


nity ) what by Traditions, 'whar by Papal Decrees, 
falſe Gloſſes, was altogether perverted, and that nor 
only as it founds aGts of faith, but alſoas it appointes 
and preſcribes matters of Worſhip and government; a 


Church in ſuch a caſe may further be conſidered, either 
&bjolutely in it ſelfe , or relativelyin reſpeRt of God; and 


being taken abſolutely, ' we may conſider the body of 
the whole they profeſs and hold, either in bulk, for 
the Dofrines complex[body of truth &jerrors imped to. 
gether, by which errors theſe truths are wholly ſub 
verted. and in that ſenſe , ſuch a Church as that , 1s not 
ſo much-as a true Church ; for the profeſſion of thar 
whole body of doctrines together cannot be formally 
conſtitutive of a true!Church of Chriſt, Or, Seconds 
ly, We mav conſider the body of theſe doftrines mmade- 


quatly or partially as they include the truths contained in - 


Scriprure ; and then if the whole complex body of theſe 
doctrines be not rigorouſly impoſed, or if there be ſome 


- who does owne only Scripture truths, or if they owne 
ſame of theſe errours , yer theyare of the leſſer; orif 


rhey be of the greater ſort, yet they doe not either in 
opinion or prattiſe owne any of theſe groſs conſequen- 
cesthat neceſſarily follow upon them: Then and in that 


caſe it may be ſaid , that there are ſome truemembersof” 
the univerſal viſible Church of Chriſt there , albcicth®- 
| D; bull 


+ 
OO body' of Profeſſors cannot be truly called 2 
Churchof Chriſt © Nexriuch a Church as * 

conſtilerec relatively , with 2 reſpeRht had tro Chriſt the 
only King an«: Heat of 3:8 Church 3 in which refpet ir 
may be confivered, etthe: as holding (till the publick 
profeſiiors of that complex body of doQtrines: or as al- 
ready begun.to ciit off exrours in opinion and praftiſe » 
and to hold only to the truths conrained in the Word of 


God. Under the former conſideration” ſuch a Churche - 


1s not 2 Church of Chrift formally or aftually , whe- 
ther Ture or fafto, no more nor ane adulſterons Woman 
who hes run away from her Husband , and is now of 
long time hving with another man with whom the 
lyes 1n adukery , 1s not her former Husbands Wife ; 
which appeares not only from rhe forementioned: 
ground, butalſo from ſeveral places of Scripture fee. 
Hof. 2. 2, Bn: then albeit ſuch a Church cannot be cal- 
led a Church of Chrit formally or aRually , yet it may be 


called his:Church fundamentally , fo long as the founda- + 


tion of therelation berween Chriſt and them is not alro- 
gether raken away » which 1s not taken away without 
utter apoſtacy on the Parts of roral rejeAion on. Gods 
part , which 1s like that-of formal divorce between 
married perſones 3 foralbeit a wife ly in harlotry never 
{o long ;:yet the foundation of the relation between 
her and her husband does alwayes ſtand , until ſuch a 
rymiexrsa formal divotce be made berween her and him; 
under the latter conſideration , ſuch a Churchas this, 
upon the back of their renouncing of theſe falſe & here- 


rical dodrines, andtheir imbraceing of (criprure truths | 


purely , allanerly; bothin opinion and practiſe with-. 
out any further , irdoes preſently become true vitible 
Church of Chriſt , actually and formally ſuch. And 
this is the difference between the members'of a Church 
ſo hugely degenerart, and thoſe who are converted 
from Paganiſme: Thoſe who are converred from Pa- 


eaniſme» are to be bapriſed 3 thoſe who are Fn 
oe NS ou 


's may be 
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mrof ſuch a Church as this, are not to. he baptitel 
rc altho heir baptiſm before was no baptiſme, wanted 
"he very.eflentials and had no validity in it, as beinga 
teal of that complex body of doctrines ,. ſpoken of be- 
Jore ; yet they renouncing the erroneous part, and 2d- 
hering only to whatis ſound, itrerurns to. be true baps+ 
thſme , a valid. deed, a ſeal of the Covenant of grace. 
from what hes been. ſpoken concerning a Church emi» 
_ Ive, it will beeaſietopaſs aderermination on what re+ 
{maines to be ſpoken to. And firſt then, as to what 
concerns a Church organical { by which we underſtand 
1: miniſterial reaching , ruling Church; conſiſting, of 
|Chnrch officers , ' wich a power toadminiſtrat all the or- 
{dinances of God, welay firſt that ane organical Church, 
conſiſting of theſe officers whom Chritt hes appointed 
| entering upon their offices, teaching and ruling; in the 


L 
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{ Chorch , after themaner that Chriſt hes preſcribed-in 
hisword; arenoron)y arrue , but-alſo.a pure organi- 
$ cal viſible Churchof Chriſt, T1. theſe Church officers 
| who haye degeneratin Jewish, heathen, mahumetan 
{ Preifts or ſuch like , they are in no ſenſe to be eſteemed 
! a miniſterial Church of Chriſt, TJII. theſe Church of: 
; ficers whoas to their power and oftice , way of having 
! andexetrciſe thereof are found in the main , but yerbes 
| ſome leſs ſubſtantialldefetts or exceſſes therein , theſe 
| I fay are a true miniſterial, teaching and Governing 

theſe Church officers who have offices that are not of 

Chriſts inſtitution, and uſurps a power over the Church 
and. ordinances, partly worldly and political , partly 

proper and peculiar to. Chriſt himſelfe , rhe enly King 

and head of the Church; therefore; as inherent unc o 

them purely Antichriſtian, ſuch officers, I ſay, although 
therebe ſomething mixed 1ntheir offices and adminiſtra” 
tions which is of Divine inſtitution , yer they are not , 
neither{are they ro be acknowledged the teaching & go- 
yerningChurch of Chriſt, For why? That which saltered 


Da. and 


; Churchot Chriſt , although not altogetherpure. IV. 
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and ſuperadded of digbolical and hrtmane inventians ; 
is deſtrultive of, and does clearly overturn all thar 
_ whichisof divine inſtitution 3 hence it is; that ſo long I 
' asthey adhere to all the complcx parts of their preten- I 
ded ofiices-or power, andare adhered tointheſe, al- $a 
though bur in praftiſe , ſo long, we ſay , their offices {el 
and power 1s null, and conſequently all their ads are 4 
invalid 3 yerno: withſtanding their renowncing what is (I! 
corrupt 10'their offices or power; or being renounced $1 
by theſe who have received ordinances off their hands , 
then 8 1n thar caſe, their acts maybecome valid; Bape }' 
riim?2, for example; ſo as nor to be reiteraced; and 
ordination , ſoas tobe the ground of ſentence of for= 
mal depoſition, Now this is the very caſe of this prela- 
tical Charch which is amongſt us, For why : Ir hes 
Auch alce: ations and addirions 1n it » which doth not ons» 
ly (mother any thing of Chriſts inſtiturion , precended J. 
' To bererained; butallo docs altogecher corruptly overs +1 
turn and change the nature of it; as hes been hinred at : 
2n ſeveral! places before, and were eaſy ro ſhew at full 
{length if rhe nature of the government were our task ar 
preſent | 
From whar hes been ſaid here' we deduce theſe conſe- * 
quences » a$a diſtinct and direct anſwer to the ſeverall 
partsof this Objetion, Conſequence firſt : The Church 
entitive inthis.lLand confiiting of the body of profetling 
people is not ynchurched by whar is faid in proſecution of 
the argument. For why? the queition rouches nor 
'th:m, only it touches the Church Organical, or the tea- 
ching-and Governing Church. Conſeq, iI. a Ciurch pres 
Fefling popery”, andadherivg in opinion and praCtiſe ro 
the whole complex body of Doctrines profetſed by the 
Church ©f Rome is formally and atu-lly no Church at 
alin nothing to be communicared with, nor owned, 
' .EXcept in order tothe gaining of them from that way. 
Conſeqg. II. This fame Chu:ch renuncing their errorsin | 
_ Arectrines and practiſe, is furth with to be __ # 
| an 
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_ © Goucroment and diſcipline , as wellas in doctrine wor- 
| Ye | 5 


land may be joyned with a true Church, of Ching 
Conſeq IV. Romish Church officers adbering ro all the 
complex parts ofthar hierarchical --overnment ate ng 
waresto be eſte: med ateaching or poverning Chyrch , 
and all atsproceeding from them as :uch , are to be eft= 
Jeemed null and invahd, Conſeq. V, The like is ro be 
{faid of our Pretaticall Church officers of ſupericx and 
inferioz ranks . becauſe their government differsnothing 
from that of the Romith Church, buen ſo far as hes 
| been ſpokenro in the beginning of this dicourſe, Conſeq. 


{YI. Church officers 1n a popish Church having beea 

brought upin it, and having unwarnily ingadged to be 
office bearers therin, after that upon conviction they have 
-xenunced that hierarchical go: ernment . and all the anti- 
| chriftianiſme 1n1t , and hes beeninftrymental 1n drawing = 
| offthe Church fromthar way to imbrac- tie truth, they 
| may be eſteemed Goſpel C hurch officers of Chriſts infti- 

F'rution . andall the tormer acts may be eftcemed valid , 

* atleaftto thoſe that goes along , with them in that re- 
7 nounciation. for why? that which was but fundamental 
: beforeand neareſt to a nullity becomes now actual and 
| formai. Conſeq. VI1,. The like may be ſaid ofthele of the 
3 late Prelatick Churches of Scotland and England for the 
fame reaſon, and much more of thoſe w..o did thill de. 
3 clare againſt Prelacy, Cenſeq. VIII, People ad ering rq 
* a hierarchica) Government , whether popish or meerly 
F prelarical z and having had ordinances {uch as bapiiſme 
] :dminilired ro them , theſe aftsthar were invalid b- fore, 
becomes valid then , whether rheſe hierarchical officers 
renovnce their former way or n»t: lhe reaſon is, de- 
] cauſe as their owning-ofand adhering (at leaft in pra» 
* &iſe) to theſe things that maderhs power nuil and void 
| did make the at invalid as tothem ; ſorheir cordial/re- 
, nouncing of theſe things , and your own;ug only a Goſ- 
! 'pel Church office may make the act valid as to them, 
© Ernſeq. IX. The office bearers ina Church reformed in 
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ſhip' > retmning back-to popery or prelacy 3 as their | 
offices and aQs are null £1 invalid Ive as all 
adhere totha! way ; ſorhar albeit upon their renunceing kg 
again ofthar way. { the people renuncing with them.) Io« 
their aQs areto be eſteemed yalid, and their office lh wt. 
in ſo fata$to be the object ofa formal ſentence of depo-' he 
fition , ' which would haye been paſt before if atrue go= & 
vefning Church had been ſtanding) yer they areno more 
ro'be cſtcemed office bearers in the Church of Chriſt, 
becauſe of their groſs apoſtacy and backiiiding, which 
is to be underſtood mainly of theſe who hes been d irectly 
_ or indirectly active and inftrumentall in carrieinz on 
that courſe ofapoftacie; whoſe guilt as it is haigous in ie 
ſelfe ſoit is hugely aggrayared by theſe following rea- 
ſones: firſt. Becauſe the evil of prelacy is now fully &y 
' known and discovered. TI. The diflerence that.is be- ſei 
tween the ſpiritual Goyernment of Chriſts houſe arid the 
worldly politick and antichriftian Governmenr exerciſed % 
by prelats, 1s fully ſtated, II. That ſame antichriftian . Get 
Government everfiye of rhe viſible Kingdome and ſpiri- 
rual Government of Chriſt ;$ fully andplainly imbraced & $; 
avowed by prelatical men, And tharIV. upoathe dack 5%, 
_ of ſolemn ingadgemenrs by Oath andyow to the con- 
traire, taken onby the fame men. So much brieflyfor 3, 
ane anſwertothis objection. Ifthere he any to whom this 5 
argument des not relish, let rhem paſs it; if rhey pleaſe 5; 
bl, looke only tothe forgoing argument, which we ap- !x 
prehend does ſufficiently evince the conclufion: Unto 
which we adde. 2 
- Argum. X{T, That which cannot be gone about in faith, 
the doing of it muſt be finful and unlawful ; but the hear- 
Ing of the Prelarsand the Curats, cannot be gone abour 
in faith ; T berefore ivis and muſt be finful and unlawiul. 
Lhe Major is clear from Scripture, The Mor alſo from 
theſe rwo grounds firſt Becauſe | as we apprehend ] no {! 
man ſeriouſly conſidering the mater can be fully. petſwa- {1 
dedinhismynd of rhe lawfulneſs of the thing , and "- "i 
ea 


; | =, 
ner i, muſt goeabout it doubtingly , which is a'fin 25 
ey #God,, evenaltho whar he did were upon the matter 
ing ffal Rem. 14: 5/23) much more then when the matcer 
m/ Wgged with ſo much groſsneſs. II. we are to poe 
| Fitrheuſe of the means of our ſalzation inthe faith and 
FAation of Gods ſpecial blefling to;goe along iwirh 
50= Jown ordinances for the good of our ſouls; we are not 
ore Fſto beputto theſe duties from the word of precept, 
*, palforheſoulin going about them is to reaſon thus : 
cn Kſearethe very ordinances of God, this man 1s ap« 
ted of God rocarric hismynd to me» and my defire 
ck again to God, tae Lord hes made promiſes of 
reſence and power in > and his bleffing on his own 
nances , and in the faith of thatI will goe abour my 
Iz &; Bm bow or with whar conſcience Can one reaſon 
&- Kin hearing the Prelars or their Curats ; bis worſbi 
1muſt be mock worship, a very ſpiritleſs and fouleſs 
wrſhip; and what tnay God be provocked to doeto ſuck 


n - Irſhipers? 

!- "Many moe arguments might here be induced for'fur- 
zt confirmation. ofthis concluſion, not only from par- 
lar Scriptures , 'but alſo from the dreadful eftecs that 
feng, in with that way will have onthe.ſouls not on- 
jof this generation; but more as to rhe following, 
? #& * Bnt we ſhalladde no more , they thar are brought, 
” ng ſufficient. 

" ZItonly now remaines that we endeavour totake {out of 
, ſe way theſe things that may be objected againſt our 
z«nclufion , whether by Prelatitts or others of whatſoever 
dgmenr. ; 

ap be objefted firſt : have ye not the doctrine pure z 
ad the worſhip unaltered , and may ye not diſpenſe then 
Ith ſomething in Goyernment. Anſw, we mult nor 
"penſe with any: oftherrutks or ordinances of our Lord 
rift , bur muſf {contend for all the poimts of faith once 
{delivered ro the-Saints » we muſt keep theſe things 1n= 


'lbled. ro the coming of Chriſt , we muſt ſtand faſt bo. 
_ 


60 | | ors 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free , yealſſtare 
 thoughaneangel from heavensbonld teach the contrary? 
JI. Whateyer Prelars and their brood thinke of Govern 
ment; yet. we thinke it the overturning therof. III 
What aflurance have we for the dofrine and worship.Jyto 
nothing bur he ſaid and che ſaid , rhe paſſing words offiy 
falſemen; where is.the Prelats Catechiſme , confeflioniiſſes 
of faich , or directory for worſhip to bejfound ; andiffr 
' though they were to be found, yet what affurance couldfſef 
that yeild, ſeing they aſſume a power to shape and change fn! 
invert, and tnnoyar as they pleaſe. IV, Is there notlt 
a ftarding law forthe articles of Perth, conforme uno; 
which 1s the preſent practiſe of many Prelatiſts. V. Ik 
grant they temporiſe now in many things, as to. the out- {ti 
ward vey of worship, that they may the betrer hank andy 
inſnare the ſouls ofthe Lords people; but if there were ar 
ceneral ſubmiflion we would {reanother face on affaires. in 
Ay but ſa they , yeshould not Judge of mens intentions, hs 
bur should rake their profeſſions. Anſio, firſt whoſe pro-H 
feſſion shoyld wertake, that offalſe treacherous perjured hh 
men: II. are not the Lotds people in all Chriſtian Pru- 
dence to forſee baſards which concerns their immoral 
youls, AF 20:29, Phil. 3:2. and wee beleeve, confi- ji 
dering how falſe ſome menare, that their actings are a 
truer Judge of their jnrentions , then their profeſſious þ 
are, VI, The Queſtion is not whether or no we may by 
hear, &c, our own lawtul Miniſters if they had the liber- F 
ty of preaching , and were denyed the liberty of diſci- þ, 
pline and Government. But the queftion is, whether % 
or no We may hear, &c, them who hes thruſt ourthe % 
Government of ;Chriſts Inſtitution, and introduced one | 
of a diabolicil Invention and who takes upon. them'to | 
Shape and change all the ordinances of God which we 
have proven already yabe unlawful- 


OhjeR, 17. will ye not obey the King and the Lawes, | 
Will ye not beloyal# This is ooly the argument of rhe | 


I ignarant, | 


/ 


| 6r 
Morant countrey Curars , and informeit mult turn thus: 


yeaſſareverKing and Parliament commands-and enacts» 


far 


Kris forthwith to be obeyed 3 Bur King and Parlia= 
nt hes enacted obedience to Prelats andtherefore = 
to be obeyed. The' Minor cannot well be denyed. 


ip .ſhto1be Major I ſay thartruly I can be bardly perſwaded 
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ous 
nay 
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bacrimes aduty ; witves ſeparation from the Chureh 
of Rome- II. Corruption in the eflentials either 1n 
DoQrine» Worship , Hiſeipline , or Government, 15 
!thouzht a good ground of ſeparation.at leaft info far II. 
Locall ſecefſion may happen where there is not ſeparation 
"from the Church. 1V. feparauion from & particular cor- 


yer ro thinke that the Kings pleaſure is prims Regula 
Ws & morun , the firſt rule of Faith'and maners, no 
E-fo much as in ceremonials of Religion 5 for if ſo, 
ſe ſcboolmen hes been very dulland short fighied theſe 
ny ages bygone ,' ſeing neverany of them ſo much as 
ted upon that opinion: Neither canl ſee anyground 
afſertthat he is ane ivfallible interpreter of ſcripture, 
d ane 'unerring Judge of controverfies Eccefiaftick 
king in Cathedra Parkamentariain the chair of State , al- 
viel know the people claimes this, 11- What ifKing and 
wrliamevr should command going to Maſs the nixt 
bar; rhelll, yearthe embraceing of Machumets Alco- 
in; - Shall we forthwith yeild obedience. Ephrainv 
ira ty me was opprefſed andbroken in Judgmenr, be- 
boſe he willingly walked after the commandment. 
bſ.g: 17. 1, Some ate of the Judgment, that 1n 
be caſes it is better to obey God nor man , and that 
in ſome caſes paſſive obedience or ſubmiſſion 18 all that 
the Magiftrat can well expect but this -is a dangerous ar- 


hument , and therefore we will medle no further 
Mith it. ww | 


| Obj. 111. Separation from the Church is a pernicious 


®*nd fGnfull ey'1 ; - But your practiſe in not hearing , &Cc 1s 


= ſeparation fromthe Church. Therefore &c., Anſw. 


; Tothe major, every {- partion is not uslawful,but 
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ropt Charch js not aſeparation from Chrifts univer(yof 
Church, .. V. 'There may beſepararion from the cor2t0 
- ryprions of : particular Church., and yet nota total ſepa. 
ration from thar ſame Church, VI: The Lords people} 3 
may be bear from their.duty.; and: driven into. a wilder. 

|  heſfs condition by violent Antichriſtian Spirits; in which 
caſe they cannot be eſteemed Separatiſsfromthe Church ic 
The Matorghen being taken unjverfally and withom limi 
tarion isfalſe; and, beirg taken particularly, rhe arc 
ment 15 not-Concludent , but conſiſting of pure particy-[ 
lars. . Asto the-Minerfirſt we ack who it is hes made theft 
Separation ?. Not we, for we ftand where we were, 
| holding faſttheſerrmbs thar weare convinced of by thei 
- word of God, .unto the maintainance of which we are#3 
ſworn and obleidged by our ſolemn Covenants; under 
which rhe whole Nation ſtands yet faft bound ; ſome of! 
our ſelves , we confeſs, have turned Apoftats, taken on | 
them Antichriſtian Titles, broken our Church to pieces, 
thruſt out our Miniftersand depryved usof pure. ordinan- | 
ces, and what throug hfear and whart throughforce, it} 
hes carried a great party with them 3 Buclerany impar« 
nai perſon Judge, whether the Apoſtars ſhonld be ac- 
counted Schismaticks and Separatiſts,or we who reſolyes 
inthe Lords ſtrength neverto ſtep one ſtep nearer Rome, | 
bu in ſo far as we -have already attained, to walk by th 
ſameRule,, ard riever to doe any thing that may make | 
us pertakers ofcheir fins , and ſo Sharers of their Judg- | 
ments - when the Lord comes to reckon. And though |. 
poſſibly we bethe feueſt number, yer ler it be conſidered | 
whether E liasand the 7000. in Iſrael who bowed not the | 
' kneeunto Baal, or the body of the Land wereto beac- | 
couned rhe ;Separatifts. We deny thenſche Mznerof the !. 
argument 3 and though it werethar our abſtinence did in- | 
ferre ſeparation , yer it will not be found , thar our ſepa- }. 
ration would be finful ; bur rather a marter of duty; as | : 
will be clear. by applying whar is ſpoken; in limiting the | 
: Majorto the Morin the argument;, and the compareing [ 
| ; 7 of}. 
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erſof both with the grounds ofthe argument inforcing the 
coronclufion,, | Burasthar 18 obviousin it ſelfe , {owe need 
ſena..horftay upon.it; ſeing we are meerly paſſive, and not 
oplg#2'] ative in ſeparation, | 


dex.if. Tt will be inftanced here : That although we be not ative 


hich{>ſeparation,;;yer it is notenougb 3 for we ought actually 


xch $0joyn inthe preſentpublick worshipz Becauſe where 
imiSere is arrue Church, -Chniſtian-people ought the joine 
rewh 1th itz Buthereis a true Church ; Therefore &c. The 
ticy-{mmmoris proven , becauſe inihis prelatick Church., the 
 thef{true wordpf God is preached and:prefeſied; which 'is 


BE 


ere, Ighe cllential note of a true Church. A7ſw. 1. tothe me;or; 


theſ{Ft-zr. be. granted, there is a true Church entitive here, 
are 


yer, we deny there isatrue Church Organical; forthe or» 
ider {gans their of viz Prelars and their Cuuarsare Anticriftian, 
e of $a hes been shewed ; hence we. mayjoine in privat fel- 


2 on $lowsbip with: the Prelar , ler it be ntue;+ we may joine 


ces, {jo publick woxship,with tbeir- officers as ſuch , by ra- 


1an- |.keing ordinances offtheirhands, itisfalſe: 11. where 
\ it $iis atrue Chyrch char is impure ., chriſtian people if they 


ahar » and north the other; Ifthey cannorgerapu 
.zea.Church, ( Tdiſtinguisb;) they-ought ro joyn;. if they 
\candoc it withour fin ,, butif they connor doe it with- 
the$3qut fins they muſt abſtain. Bur that the Prelats and rhe 
ake {,Curats cannor, be. ſubmitted unto , - or Joyned with, 


dg- | without fv," 1s proven by the-whole arguments inforcing 


ugh | 'the concluſion;: for thar our ftandingaloofe is nor for ary 
red | thing in the people., but what is in the pretended 
the © officers.” . To the minor with its probation. we ſay , 
ac» | that the pure word;of God profei!ed is indeed: the efſen- 
the © 'tial vote of the, Church viſible entitive , pt ofesſores 
 in- | if they bold any ertor , as for example > concerning the 
pa- } ' ſpintual} Government of Chrift, 1a fo far thar Church 
; as} © 18defective, if nor null, if it be in fundamenrals. LE. 
the | Burto make up.the effertial note ofthe Churh organical, 
ing | ' there 1 xequired. alſo the preachung of the word; prea- 
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"an gera purer-Church they are to joynein worshipwita 
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*chipg {I fay ] which isnot only waterially \ but alfsb 
formally eſſentially ſuch , which cannot be buy by pre: 
'achers of Civifts own ſending ; for every" ſpeaking off: 
of the word ofGodis not the Goſpel ordivance of preache[, 
ing, neicher 1s every one that- ſpeaks :t ſent and authori-| 
ſed of Chriſt; ſee Rom. 10: 14 15. turthe Prelars.Cu<P! 
rars and their preaching ate not of the Goſpe] ſtamp, | 
their Church therefore waws heeſſential note ; 'there-P! 


fore the Lordspeople ouzhr not to Joine actively. with i 


them. . ' a | | Iy 
'ObjeR, IV. A wilful depriving our ſelves of the word iſ" 
of God muſt be a ſinful thing ; Bur our nor ſubmirting to 


the Prelarsand Curarsis a wilfal depriving our ſelves of; 
the ordinances; Therefore a fioful thi-g, ''the minor isÞ! 
proven, becauſe we muſteitber take rhe ordinances offÞ! 
their hand, or have "none arall, Arnſw. themajor we 
rant,' As for the miner, it is not only falſe , but as 
ſoa le; for albeit wecannor ſubmirt to thePrelats and 
their Curars without borrid fin ; yer itiswee'l knowen's Þ 
we would willingly (ubmitt to the pure ordinances of 
Jeſus Chriſt and wait On them for our ſouls good. | As | 
to the probation of the 97m. that we cannothave the | 
ordinances bur by the Prelats and their Curats, wecot Þ 
feſsit is our ſad affliction; bur it is not our fin , lerchem 
count for it whois the cauſe of it, the judgement © 
God we leavethemunto : Inthe mean tyme we deſire tO 
looke higher thenthe Prelats inthis water . reſolvin? 
ro bear the indignation of the Lord'; becauſe we have 
fnned agaioft him, viitilhe plead our cauſe &c and F 
we hope thatour ſtanding aloofe fromthem if We be gi. | 
ligenrtn privat duties, may be a readfer mean of bringing 
about that , nor our ſinful jox.ning with them can be* 
. Objeft /”, That which tends ro makethe whole coun» 
trey Athritts by caſting them looſe muſt be very finful ; 
Bur your not ſubmitting tothe PreJars , &c. tends t0- 
ward that ; Therefore jt muſt be very fGoſul, Auſw. 1. 


Thar which per ſe or of itsown naturetends to theturn- | 


. Y 


RE ig 6 
ig of people atheiſts is Gnful,. .T'grant:; rhat which 
ads only by accident that way;,;. I deny. But that 
ur nr hearing , &c.. Does of it ſelfe tendto make 
zople atheiſts , 1 deny as falſe: by meer accidenr it 
jay be true » and. therefore that our abſtaining'is fin- 
al- it-w1ll not. follow , the reaſon of thisis, becauſe 
ww hearing would be. (as isallready proven ) ſinful 
pd therefore my abſtaining from ſin, and'cleaving to 
duty , cannot have any influence of its own nature 
pon anothers committing of fan, 1 confeſs through 
eir] ignorance. and. corruption ,. it might proye 
ſcandal , | only taken , but it could neyer prove « 
yen ſcandal, H. That which moſt immediatly' and 
firs. own nature tends to the turning of people atheiſts 
the depriving them of the pure ordinances of Jeſus 
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= rus, WE muſt nor fin in joyning with acourſe of apo- 
-1., faie , though all the world ſhould turn atheifts, we 
of j(0ftnot doe evil that good may cone ofit (and truly 
As We ſec not what good would come of it] wehave not 
the Plcarned Chriſt, 11I, we know nothing that tends ſo 
one IpcÞ to the turning of. people atheiſts, and ro makeing 
ex Em thinke, thar all religion-18 bur fancies, and a 


ker ſtirrop ſor wealthand worldly greatneſs, as for 
ento preach and preſsone thing ane year, yea and 
{wearto it, and preſs others rodoe the ſame ; and 
& nixt year, overthe belly of oaths and honeſty , for 


wr ſc and nord ends, violently to urge the plain con- 
3 . ſire, IVY. We appeal to the expericnces of all con- 
A” Fentious men, ifever atheiſm and ignorance of God 
nz fd riore abuund in anyplace of the world, thenin the 


ices where Prelatiſts bear ſway ; ſo that tojoyne ina 
purſe of ſubmiſſion unto them', were to joyne in the 
tabliſbment of atheiſm on the earth.  . We hope 
atthe very want of publick ordinancesmay contribute 
ore to the keepingoftheſe in atender frame of ſpirits 
ſlo conſcientouſly refuſes to i oine with the Prelatifts, 
| nor 


«Þiſt , avd clubingthem untoa courſeofapoſtacy , as. 


” 


| 

nor the hearing ofthe dead and itreligious Prelarifts {the 
could doe, the countrey proverb hes ſomething. "1 itz 'vit 
betrer looſe. then inaneill tethering; * 5. - 
., Obje4, Bur: their grand Argumentis from Marth, 23. th: 
' Which, as with a piece of greater ordinance , they {1 
thinke its ane caſie buflineſs to batter down all the but. 
warks of their adverſe party ; it may bein forme thus 798 
It was the dury of the People of the Jewes tohear Scri« {1 
bes and Phanſees, and to ſubmir-unto them. Then of 
it is. our duty to. hear: the Prelatiſts and ſubmit untg Fh 
them. Burthe firſt appears from Marth. 233; v.1-2.3, 
Therefore, &c. The connexion of rhis hypotherick j 
major, they will Confirm thus ; becauſe it harh been 

greater fin ( if a fin) to hear Scribes and Pharie}| 
ſecs , nor it is to hear Prelatiſts 3 becauſe forſoorth 
our Prelats and their Curats are not ſo bad as Scribes 
and Phariſees werez and it Is not probable that Chriſt 
would command tohear Scribes and Phariſees, and not | 
allow us to hear Prelars and Curats and ſubmit unto | 
them, This is their Argumentin the beſt forme, and 
with thegreateſt ſtrength that I can thinke it can have, | 
Anſw. We ſhall firſt diſcuſſe the antecedent of the majey ; 
aflnmed io the winery propoſition with the confirmation | 


; 
» 


thereof. As to theawmer, then firſt , We would con- | 
fider what thir Scribes and Phariſees were, S2cond- * 
ily , What is meant by Moſes chair. Thirdly » What is | 
imported-in their Girring therein , Fourthly , Whar 1s ? 
meant by doing and obſerving, what ever they bid them | 
obſerve. As to the firſt of theſe, ro begin with the | 
Phariſees , they certainly were a ſect , 4F- 15: 6 2, and * 
26: v. 5. much like one of theſe amongſt the Papiſts, for | 
example the Jeſnites , (but wha: their tenets were 15} 
not my ſcope ) and altho all the Phariſees wero not of ? 
the tribe of. Levs, yer many of them , eſpecially thoſe | 
who were in publick office in the Church, were Prieſts] 
and Levites, ſee Foy 1-v 19; and 24. cornpared3 yes, 
this was aprevailing ſe&, and had infected thewo® of 
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Jul- they ſeem to coincid 
*icribesthen , Hebr. Se 


us 3 


tion 
CON» | 


Ind- ? 
at is ; 


ar 1s f grant the mwnor of the argument. 


; 
iſt icks in publick office ; hence we red of Pritſts, 


Ll 
: 


ſve what are Scribes 


67 
"tes, Rulers, Scribes and Phariſees all of them 


 {Phariſces 2 See further , foln3:v x, Af.23:v 9. So 


+thatit will be all one to inquire here, what are Phariſees, 


» 4s to any publick office 3 for 
e in the ſame perſons. As for 
{# - pher , that is, a Scribe, booke 
man , enarraror or explainer3 it was a name of publick 


 Joffice, norof ſet, Inthis place of publick office eccle= 


faſtick, which Scribes were all of the tribe of Le, 
riefts , Ezra 7: v.5, 6+ Nehem. 8, 1, 2: and Levites, 


$1 Chron. 24, 6, For the Levites were not only divi- 


ded in Singers porters, officers &c, butalſoin Scribes 
1 Chron. 24: v.23. the ableſt for reaching by reaſon of 
ifts'and education being deſigned for that imploys 


8 {ihent. The office of their Scribes was fi:ſt publick 


teaching , Ezra, 7: v.10. Nehem, $ Math. 7: v.29, 


Jand 13.v. 52, ane officecompetent in ordinaryto the 
+ tribe of Levi as ſuch , Devt. 33: v, 10. 


| Secondly ; 
| They were members of , or Rulers in Ecclehiattick 
| Judicatories , nor only in the Synazogues or ivf2rior” 
Judicatories , but alſo in the Synedrim, or ſupream Ec=- 
Fleſiaſtick Jigicatorie , being aſſumed into thit bee 
cauſe of their office or parts, Luke 22: v. 66. Aft. 33: 
"v9.9. Now thir Scribes and Pharitees being men 1n pu- 

| blick office of Gods appointment, in this far we may 
| Furthermore 1n 


w 


hem Scripture (which is conſiderable) there are ſome called 


the Lawyers Doctors of the Law , whoſe office it ſeems 
and * (as iscurrent among wryters of Jewiſh aniiquires ) was 


, for ; 


re 1s 
It of | 


hoſe # 


| notto teach publickly, or in the Synagogue burprivatly 
| in ſchooles, which Lawyers. albeit there were >Tribes 
> and Phariſees too » no doubr3 for which ſce Matthe 
22: 34, 35+ compared with Mark, 12. 21. yet all Scribes 


reſts? and Phariſees werenor Lawyers , for which ſee Luke 
yeds: 


% 


5ſt 0 
theſe | 


4: 44, 45. but they were diſtinguiſhed one from anoe 
ther by the diſtinQtion of _ incloſed from rhe _ 
LA e 


G6 


dent 3 whichſcemsto be the only way of. reconcilins\; 
together of theſe three forceited rexts : Beſidesits prot 
bable, that ſome Phariſees who were nor Scribes or bs 
Levites might haye been Lawyers, as to that part of, 
. the Law called Judicial, and fo in a Capacity and fit. 
neſs to be aſſumed into civil Judicatories; viz, into _the &, 
civil Synedrim ſupream when ir was ſtanding , or if itK; 
Was now pane, and nor rather taken away by Herod; k,. 
| TONER Popey eitſeems, that the Scribes and Pha« &.: 
riſes Spoken of here Maeth. 23:5. were only theſe. Scri- ; 
bes and Phariſees that were Lawyers; for whatis ( poken % 
of Scribes & Phariſceshere,vers 4. is appropriated toLa- &; 
wyers 1n a ContradiftinCtion:to the reſt of the Scribes & ©. 
| Phariſees Lake T1: 46. and if ye will diligently com- &. 
pare theſe two chapters , ye will find thar what is char-\kj 
ge<d promiſcuoully upon Scribes and Phariſe:'s Math, tho 
23,not excluding but including Lawyers under them; © Fl 
the ſame rhingsare all diſtributt-ely ch:rged upon Pha» "i 
riſees ., Scribes and Lawyers Lake 11, and wes Pro || 
nounced againſt every one of them diſtin&ly for their * 
own hare of guilt, The I. thing confiderable is what bu 
15 meant by Mofes chaire > By chaire here isto be under» | 
ſtood in a metonymy of ſpeech, ſcme publick office 14 
exerciſed in that chaire , whac this puklick office was* ©, 
will appear afcer we have made a ſea:ch into the - 
the word Moſes, The word Moſes may either beraken | f 
properly or ftigurarively ; figaratively we ſay by a me- fi 
ronymie of th-1nſtrumental cauſe for the effeft; Mo» ' 


ſes. for the Law delyvered by the Miniſtry of Moſes , | | 
ſee Luke 16: 29. the ſenſe then will bes the office that : x 
thir Scribes and Pnariſees brooked , wes ane office © X 
verſant about Moſes Law, partly viz in teaching the : k 


ſame, partly in ficting in. Judicatories and giving our _ ; 
Canons» decrees and ſentences of Judgment according * 
rothe ſame. Burif any incline to take the word pro- ' | 

\ 


"— 


perly , which ſeemsas probable, then it will be neces- 
farto inquire , what office Moſes had, and in yhee of 
theſc 


= es, 6y 
iſe he could be ſucceeded by thir Scribes and Phari- 
ks, Firſt thn, Moſes was a Lawgiver , but in this 


Einar officers had power 'to deliver a new Law , to 
te Lords people, nor yet to adde anything to that al- 
ady delivered; albeir thir Phariſces were fiofully med- 


if 1 Zing with that Il. Moſes was King , in Jeſurun, 
od; tin that he wisnot ſucceeded by thir Scribes, &Cc- 


Neither did they claimunto 1t- II. Moſes was ane 


2k xcraordinar Prieſt, as in conſecrating Aaron and his 
a ®Sns ; but in this 'in ane ordinary way , Aaron and 
ta- tis Sons and poſterity did ſucceed him , nor the Scribes 
£43 * Phariſees as ſuch. 1V, Moſes was 2 Prophet » 


Ine expounder and applyer of his own Law , witne s 
ar. his delyvery 9f the whole booke of Deuteronomy , and 
4b, Jn this asin an- ordinary 'way he was ſucceeded by the 
N53 {hole tribe of Levi, ſo eſpecially by Scribes who here 
Ia- fyere alſo Phariſees. V. Moſes wasa Judge in matters 
0 Fcclefiaſtick , in which he was ſucceeded by the ſyne- 
Ir grim Ecclefiaſtick , and other inferiour Judicatories , 
at e211 which Scribes and Qhariſees were members as hes. 
= "yen ſhowne, VI Moſes wesa Judge in marters civil, 
© In which he was ſucceeded by the ſuprem Synedrim 
"civil andothers of inferror rank [oto all which , no 
' doubr,, many of the :c of the Phariſces were aſſumed 
! for thatskillin the Judicial Law that ' they were pre- 
| ſured to have. Thirdly by thir Scribesand Phariſees 
: their firting in this chaire of Moſes is tobe underſtood 
| their actuall exerciſeing of theſe offices which at preſent 
' they did brooke. Where it is conſiderable , thax the 
' word rendered, [fitt] in the Original-is not in the 
| | preſent, burin the by paſt indefinit ryme , and ſhould 
 #berendered , they have ſitten, which phraſe , as1 con= 
' ceive, hes three thingsinit, Firſt thir Scribes of the 
(oR of the Phariſees hes crept in piece and piece along 
while agoe into places of publick truſt and imploymentT, 
II- They are now fitting w_ brooking their places with- 
3 


= Q@ & 


Our 


JO . 4 
our control, tho moſt unworthy. INT, They arenox} 3 
to firr long) Chriſt. being within a few weeks by, the? | 
Miniſtry of his Apoſtles toſerr up the Goſpel Churchin| 
the place of that corrupt one of theirs 3 unto which} 
therefore > while a ſhort time were over , he wold have 
no ſtirr made as to any change : As if Chriſt wovld lay*,} | 
they have fitren, doe fitt but ſhall nothigc long , being? 
incorrigible, ſuch as will nor (ubmitre to me and my} 
Goſpel, and with, all the curſed {ef of the Phariſees 
who for their corruptions in dotrine and prattileare to 
be rooted np, and. caften over th: hedge ,. as plants 
not of my heavenly fathers planting. Marth. 15: v 13.} 
IV. it1s tobe confidered, rhat thzſe words , whatſcever | + 
they bid yow dae , that obſerve and doe, are nor ro be * 
underſtood 1n that unive:ſality , bur areto be limited & 
by Matth, 16, 6. 12, For they were to tak no corrupt 3 
Doctrine off their hands, and theirfor ſeing rhe matter 1 
rhat people were biJden obſerve , muſt 2dmitra limita- * 
non, wherefore may not the maner of this obſeryance | 
admitralimitation alſo, V. Ir is very obſervable thar | 
rhere1s nota wordin therex;,of hearing» but only that : 
they were to obſerve and doe whartthev did dictate and ' 
'command by vertue of their office , which diCtars and |, 
decrees might be thoſe of Lawyers , Scrtbes in their ! 
Schools, or as tney were members of the ſeveral Fudica« ' 
tories , ro the knowledge of which people might come - 
by reading or otherwiſe 3 albeit rhey did nor attually ? 
hear them or ſubmitt unto them , by countenancing of | 
them 3 which certainly they might not doe, if their | 
countenancing of them 3 wold have inferred\.ane 
apptobarion of rheir corruptions 3 and 1t this inter- 
pretation of this particle {of the text hold, by vertue | 
th:redf 'we may deny the minor , and aſſert, that thir: | 
people were not oblidged to hzaf the Scribes and Phail- 
fees , eſpecially ſeing the thing that Chriſt bids them | 
obſerve and do2 , might be ſuch dofrines, dictatsand 
deciees which did anteced Chriſts ſo tulla GICONE) of 
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th err corruptions in.this and the forgoing- chapters : 
Al which. will yet be clearer , if we will take a ſhort 


in. Yiew of rhe ſenſe of the :place together in orderto 1ts 


{cope ( havingalways done it by parts) which may be 
holden furth thus': Chriſt having pur out theſe Scri- 
bes and Phariſees in a- publick diſpur and affromed 


' -thema before the people , Chap. preceeding, and 


. betngabout ro diſcover yery much of their corruption 
before the ſaid people , and denounce many ſad woes, 
againſt them,and withall not having a mynd to alter any 
thing for that little time that was rointerveen till afrer 


his aſcenſion, -neither having a mynd to reforme that ta 


brick of the JewiſhChurch at all, but tolaydowna ground 
for removing itout of the way, in planting ofhis Goſpel 
Church,by the miniſtry of the Apoſtles,upon.the back of 


-his ſending down:the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; & becauſe 


for preſent thir'Scribes and Phariſees, were in placeand 
-power,had thetruths and ordinances ofGod among their 
hands,left in this mean time people ſhould have caſten ar 


:the truths of God,and being ready to reject them becauſe 


of the horrid corruptions of thoſe throughwhole hands 
. they came: Chriſtin the entry here guards them againſt 
that, .injoining that notwitſtariding of whatſoever, was 
tobediſcovered in theſe men,yet they, would be careful 
toobſerve and doe whatſoever was truthand duty, even 
tho-taupght and commanded by them;and not to cat at it 
upon that account; altho he was far from bidding chem 


doe any thing that mighr be interpreced a courtenancing 


ofthem , or joining with th?m, or approving ;of- their 
corruptions. whether in doCtrine or practiſe, Heaving 
thus diſcuſſed the antecedent or minor oiche argument: z 
We come nixt unto the majer,the connexionwhere of we 
deny;As to the pro bation thereof we lay firſt 1ts falſe- 
Sccoadly , 1tisnor full. As tothefirſt, if ye will com- 
pareour Prelats and Priclatiſts: with the $cribes and Pha- 
riſees , either asto the way of comeing rt th-irplaces , 
or as t6 their principles,praGtiſes , DoR:in:s and rhe fad 

E eftects 


y es 
effefts that followes upor theſe , and redounds to the 
Church of God, itwill be found , thatinallrheſe, the 
the 'one is as bad as the other ; all which might be fully 


holden forth', if we did not here intend brevity;' ſo that 


our Prelats are no leſs bad, but rather: more :bad then 
the Scribes and Phariſees, itis trueour.Prelats and Pre- 


Jatiſts did never perſecut.Chriſt perſonaily and crucifie - t = 


him; but that would they have done if they had. lived 
then & had the ſame temptations. And however doethey 
trot perſecut and ciucifie him in his' members. And 
what is the differencethen?lts truelikewiſeChriſt did ne» 
ver ſay our of his own mouth in ſo-many words and {y1- 
labes , our Prelars:and Prelatiſts have finned the fin'a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt ;: yer T thinkeifever any ſince the 
daves of theſe Phariſees, were guilry of that fin ( of 
which I doe not doubt) that ſome at'leſt of this preſenr 
gang (all thing being conſidered:) will be found to-be 
the men : ButI doenorſtay onthis: Secondly. This 
their confirmation of the -2jor is not full ; for there may 
be many other differences between one party and 
another , beſides that of perſ»nal goodneſs and badnefſs, 
whereupon ChriſtranFeople may lawfully joyne with and 
ſubmit unto the one, and nor at all unto the other. 


We ſhall therefore here in the cloſe hold forth ſome of 


theſe differences, by which the botrome will altogether 
be bearen out of. this objeCtion: and the Prelariſts 
fully frighted away from this their ſuppoſed impreg- 
nable ſtrong hold. Firſt, Then thir: Scribesand Pha- 
riſees» what ever corruptions were'1n their perſones”, 
doQtrines and wav , yet they had a lawful office, power 
and authority cfDivine inftitution » which our Prelats 
have nor; both which have beenalready holden forth 
and this 154 very conſiderable diffterence'; for as we may 
hot in all caſes ſubmit unto thoſe , whothave the eſſen- 
als ofa lawful c1]l:ng, viz. when rhe ſubm#rting/ unto 
them n ut needs be interpreted our approbation of th: ir 
corruptiens y anda joyning with them in their evil way, 
an 


Eon out EE EE 


conſequently. ſharers:with them :inthetr gilt; vi 
uſt never acknowledge them to. be | Mdilengers of 
Ariſt-either by word::or deed who have no lawful 
thce 2t all whar I ſay. of Prelats' here» the like I ſay of 
relats , -Curats;, according; to gunman 21. Its tuc 
weed the Curats prexend 1o anc .officethar 1s really of 
 Yiciftsinſticutioz5.0n:the contrace , che office chacthe 
Helars pretend unto). isnor of Chaiſts 1nſtitucion,, yea 
:jexpreſly diſcharged 1h his word, and hereis agreat 
ds; lconfeſs:Burzheiqueſtion remains yer, tow came 
hey by rhis office. W:ho-made the affice to their perſones. 
Pr how came they by that office again, if Quce they did 
Jrfaulc ir, certainlythey could not takeic to themigl- 
3 Heby. 5. 4, 5... Neither.cauld re Prelat thac aintl- 
.anftian officer make this apphcatign ;, ; as 1s. proven 
'hove: Hence alchortke office of the Migitry be 2 rcall 
-xwful Gofpel office;, yera:Curat is: no anoce a Goſpe) 
bnifter,' whether as10 circumſtanxials, nora purſcvant 
5@ real Purſevant: who only pretends a commilion 
om the Lord Lyon, but hes it not , tho in the mean 
ihe the .offiee of puzſevancybe areal lawful office. Iiithe 
ſeribes and Pharifees: whatever cortupt couries they 
yoke to win 'at theſe places they held, yet geuerally 
© tey were admizted and affumed to the places by nat; 
vho had power fo todoe; bur our Prelats-and their cy: - 
uts come into their places over the bellie ,' and without 
he conſent,alſumprtienor admiſſion of avy what lozver 
Hat hes power, whether Paſtors or People, I1L. 
the corruptions wherewithal the Scribes and Pharilces 
xre infected, did' creep/inſealibly bir” and bir, and 
thatina longrra@ of tyme, without the diſcerning, of | 
holders. Burt the corruptions of our Prelats and 
. felaiiſts, 'com2-in alrogether , andto the diſcerning 
of every beholder, and mutt be ſwallowed' doun in 
mp; ſo that they who ſubmittsunto them , needs nor 
v , that they were ſtollen off their feet betore they ad= 
krted, as thir people of the Jewes might haye laid, 1a 
| E 5 reference 
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reference to the Scribes and Phariſees, inſenfibly-in} 
feed with the leaven of falſe doQrine , moe fe . 
other corrutions'of theſe perſons. LV,” The vol | ? 
tons of the Scribes avd Phariſees when Chrift Op] | 
.ced theſe words Matth, 23: 2, 3«-werenort diſcovered 5 : 
foraltho Chriſt had made a right full{diſcovery © Fra 
in his'Sermon , yet that diſcovery was not made ro ut 4 
þur ro a few and even thoſe to whom the diſcovery wes| 
made very few underſtood Chrilts meaning; for-its | 
knowen , thateven Chriſts diſciples after! his reſurtes ; 
Qion , wereſtill doting after a worldly Political King- | 
dome and Government of Chriſt like. that of Anti- : 
chriſt now; and like that of our Prelats, rtheirignorance 
of which 1s ane evidence of their 1gnorance of.other * 
things which Chriſt taught, Neither was the doQring A 
which Chriſt taughe in oppoſition to the corruprions-of 
the Scribes and. Phariſees at that tyme received, embra- F 


ced and profeſſed 3 at leaſt by any:conſiderable nnmber, 


» 
- 


- grinany publick maner or way :. Bur-the cor ruptions! | 
"which are in our Prelats and Prelatiſts thave been: fully: | 
diſcovered to all , and to.the. conviction of all; ſo'rhat ; 
even the Prelats'themſclves , nar -none of their gang : 
dare bring matters vnto a publick rational debate ; -and : 
theconrrary dodtrine hes been received , .imbraced and !? 
profeſſed by all , as the truth of God, and thar publick-j 
Jy by perſones of all ranks, yeaeven by theſe whonow ; 
hes apoſtatiſed z from whence it appeares , that albeir ; 
ir had been lawful to have heard the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, yet it would not be lawful to.doethe like in refe- 
rence to Prelatiſts.'., V. Theſe words Matth. 23. 2,3. 
were pronounced in a declyning, ſtate of rhe ſewiſh. 
Church , then matters were {till waxing worſeand ' 
worſe , and defeRtion growing to a full hetght , ſo.thar ;. 
matters yerhad never taken a turn 3 but the commands * 
ro ſubmittunto the,Prelars and their Curats comes out! 
ofthe back of a Reformation of the ſame corruptions. 
and abuſes. VI. The corruptions in-the Scribes and: 
: Phariſees 


ny 


 Phatiſees were never ſworn but upon conviftion of the 


{intulneſs ofthem ;: bur the corruptions of our Prelats 


; and Pre}atifts have been {worn out of this Chnrch and 


ſolemnly covenanted againſt , and upon clear convicti= 
ons of the ſ{infulneſs efthem » and of their deſtrutiive- 
nels toall the intereſts of Chriſts Kingdome , and of the 
-ruine they brought to the ſouls of his people, ſo that 
the oath of God is on us never ta buckel with them. 
VI. The corruprions of the Scribes and Ph.:iriſces 


© wereina Church which Chriſt had nota myrd to r&- 


forme [ at leiſt as to corruptions only] but to deſert 
ane make ſeceflionfrom and thar within a few weeks”, 
by ſetting up his own Goſpel Chnrch , and to leave 
theſe Corrupt men altogether ro the Judgment of God, 
which within fourty; yeares wes cruelly execut upon 
them by the ſword of Titus Veſpaſian.But the corruptions 
of our Prelats and Prelatiſts ae in a Church which by 
Gods appointment is to continue in that ſame frame rg 
the end of the world without alteration , : either in ſubs: 
ſtantials or circumſtantials , and which every one 10 
their place and ſtation is bound and ovlidged to keep 
puzee VTII, The corruptions of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees were to be caſten out , being now of a long tyme 
ſettled 3 but the corruptions of onr Prelats and Prela- 
tiſtsareto be receivedin : Now there is a great diffe= 
rence berween theſe two , any man may pe: cclye 3 for 
in caſting corruptions out ofa Church, there may be 
{uſpenſion for a little tymeupon providential confide- 
rations: Praecepta aſfirmativa., we ay , obligant jemper , 
ſed non ad ſemper ; anti in rhe litle interim watle a full. 
diſcovery be made, things may ſtand 1n their former 
poſture. Bur iris far otherwiſe as to the inbringing of. 


- corruptions, we muſt norgive place here fora mon-ent, 


the precepts diſchargeing us in this Cale are nega'1ve 3 
binding us notonly ſemper, but Iſo ad ſemper. I 
Supponing it w:s lawtull at that tyme to hear thedc1ves 
and Phariſces | witch I ipeak noc to hear | yet it ir 
dl 


did fcruple to doe ſo their hearing ofthem would not 
dave been aſupervenient ſcandal 3 for as matters ſtood 
then (erled , no man could have ſtumbled ar their fo 


doing ; bur as matrers ſtand now circumftantiat with 


us, tho 1t were otherwiſe lawful in ſome caſes ro hear 


thir Prelats and their Curats , yet ir could nor be | 


done without greivous ſcandal, as whoeyer under- 


Rands the nature of ſcandal and conſiders the for- 


going differences , will eaſily diſcern, Now from 


thole differences ir does clearly appear , that altho it had 


been lawfulro hear Scribes and Phariſees, yer itwillnot 
fo!low that 1t 1s lawful for us in any caſe, to hear the 
Prelats and tiejr Curats, or to ſ\ubmitt unto them, 
without horrid fin and ſcandal, and aperrakeing with 
them 1a their apoſtacy : yea granting | which we ſhall 
nor deny ] thatevery precept of our Lord Chriſt ro his 
Church is binding to it, in all after generatians; yera 
precepr of this nature will notbind, burin the like cir- 
cumſtantiar caſe. Now whar difference rhere 1s between 
the caſe of our Church and thar of the Jewiſh Church , 
abourthe ryme of Chrilts ſuffering , hes been already 
ſhowen. Neither ſhall I deny bur char rhis precept 
mighr have hadits own uſe, and have been obleidging , 
as to ſeveral things , when the Goſpel Church bezan firſt 
to Tooke/ out of popery , and h3d not yer wreſtled out 

ofthe harclots clawes, and pure Goſpel ordinances not 
, as yerſettup 3 but that caſe was not like our caſe , but 


mot like that of Jewiſh Church. We have been longer | 


in our inquiry in this queſtion , then we intended when 
we began, having alwayes diſcovered greater abomt- 
nations the further we ſearched into it 3 juſt like rhoſe 
who rakes into a vile ſink or pudle , albeir in the brim 
nothing bnt ordinary filth appeares , and afterwardsa 
noyſome ſtink ariſes , yet the ſnakes and roads are not 
discoyered till they come at the botrome. We ſhall 
now then , having made this diſcovery , propone only 


this queſtion fora concluſion of this discourle , bs 
el 
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;ſcingthereis fo much il] inthis way, Wherefore is it Fd 
{ſo many , of whom in charity berter rhirgs might have 
been expeRted , joines with thems in praQticall comply- 
2ance? The reaſons whereof weapprehend to be theſe. 
? Firſt roored atheiſme , ignorance and te: a: dlesneſs of 
God.. 1I, Stupidity of conſcience and untenderneſs of 
heart. III. Ignorance of the Goſpel way appointed by 
Chriſt as King of his Church + for makeing the fruirs of 
! his:Prieftly office fur theoming for the good of ſouls, hae 
$1s., by his oun officers and ordinances , according ro his 
= appointment. IV, Loarhſome indifferencie and 
| lukewarmneſs in the matters of God. V. Real.regard- 
* lesneſs. of their own ſouls. VT.. Faithleſs and carnal 
! fear of men more then of God, VII. Worldly mynd- 
' edneſs, preferring the profites, pleaſures and honoures. 
} of this world above all things 3 ſome for fear of loſin 
' theſe things, and ſome in hope of gaining them, ſw 
: lowing greater bones then this. VII. Giving way wo 
: the falsneſsand deceit of the heart in coyning diſtinctions 
* and putting colou:s uponthings which will nor ſuſtain 
: before 0d , neither ſatisfie ane awakened conſcience, 
' I'X, aprepoſterous eſteem of menin former ages- rho 
/ in ſome things might have erred , in ſome things milta® 
* ken by us ( for circumſtances varieing » the cale varies) 
| following them ſicco pede, never inquireing further into 
truth, rhinking it enough thar they thought and practt- 
- ſed ſo.X-: The power where by miniſters exerciſe their 
office not being much under debate theſe yeares bygone, 
; andthe derivation there of not being diſcernableand ob- 
| vious ro the underſtanding, as the gifts and perſonal 
' qualifications, of Miniſters are , ſome well meaning 
' people look only arche gifts and perfonall qualificatt- 
;.. ons never ſo much as inquires into thepower & authoe 
' rity ro exerciſe theſe pift; X1l.Untenderneſs inthe uſe 
; of Goſpel ordinances then we:had them in purity,power 
; & plenty;folks frequent-ing them with common hearts, 
| ated only with cuſtome and drawen witha fort of car- 
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tal reſpect tothingsor'perſones z: thoſpiritual not ſei 


ſpiritual comelineſs in the ordinances of life ; rior 


confidering that 'they- [ we. mean theſe of Chriſts 
appointment only ] are the channels and conduits were 
through life giving and ſaving grace is conveyed unts 
fouls , and' that he hes tryfted his ſpecial gracious pre- 
fence inthem , 7 being acted by.divine command nox 
yet praying unto , and leaninguponthe Lord in frequey- 


ting them, for hts promiſed bleffing upon his own or-: 


dinances , nor thirſting for Chriſt and his fulneſs exhi- 
bired in them in aword not endeayouring to worſhip and 


adore the Lord in ſpirit and in truth; with all the heart in 


| Everv piece of his appointed worſhip. Whar wonder is 


tt rhen thar ſuch folk prove untender now , yea and for” 


tbejr former abuſe of mercies, be deſerted and given up 
pf God, roſuffer rhemſelyes te be deluded, and made 
to eſteem theſe things to be the ordinances of God, that 
arenothing but theempry ſhadowes of them , real husks 
withourt/any more. It were uſeful therefore for folks to 
r-penr-for bygone ſins,ro pray for Gods direCtion, to pry 
morenarrowly 1nto the evil of thz(e things, to beware to 
party men In their fins in ane unlawful practiſe [although 
" <ommanded ] which hes ſuch dreadful evils involved 1n 
it, andto remember the vowesand ingadgements that 
are upon them to rhe contrary 3. for if we turn back 
again afterall theſe vowes, and with the dog lick u 

our vomite again, what will the end be? Ir had been 
berer forthem nor to have knowen the way of righte- 
ouſneſs , nor after they have knowen it, todepartfrom 
the hely commandement given unto them, 2 Pet. 2:27. 
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